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BONITA BAY 
Community Association Board of Directors Meeting
November 8, 2018

By Roger Rittinger, Estancia

BOARD PRESIDENT CHRIS CORRIE called the meeting 
to order at 2:30 pm in the BBCA Activities Room. Directors 
present included Hank Gempler, Joe Calabrese and Kim 
Sharan. George Yilmaz attended by phone.

There being no Old or New Business items for discussion, the 
Board moved to committee reports.

Corrie (High Speed Data Technology Committee) discussed the 
status of Hotwire installations and the upgraded hand-held voice 
remotes, required to be distributed to Bonita Bay residents as 
part of the conversion from Comcast service. The remotes will 

be available soon, upon request, at the Hotwire Help Center 
from their new office on the third floor of the Bonita Bay Club 
Lifestyle Center, 239-217-3262. Corrie said the Beach Park now 
has internet service up and running. The BBCA purchased the 
Comcast feedline to the Park and is being reimbursed for the 
line from Hotwire. Hotwire is delivering 150 Mbps residential 
service, as required by the Bonita Bay conversion from Comcast. 
If residents are experiencing slower speeds, they should contact 
Hotwire and request a line check.

Kim Sharan gave the Treasurer’s Report, noting that the BBCA 
is operating with an $852,000 surplus year to date, reflecting 
unspent operational funds, and is under budget for the year.
Robin Leete’s Manager’s report included the implementation of 
electronic voting, which requires residents to sign a consent form, 
thereby enabling them to vote by internet. About 800 residences 
have returned the forms to date. She urges everyone to submit their 
form as soon as possible in order to vote in the upcoming election 

continued on page 18

See story on page 10
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WHEN IT COMES TO QUALITY, NO ONE DOES I T  BET TER THAN HARWICK

TRUST YOUR HEART 
it always knows

One of the most important relationships you’ll ever have is the one  
with your home. It’s a love story that grows and develops, strengthening  

in connection and commitment every day. 

Whether you’re renovating or building, Harwick does it all, and we do it 
right. At Harwick, we believe quality is the difference, and that difference 

is in the details. That’s why we provide an unmatched level of in-depth 
thinking to make sure your dream home becomes a reality. 

Home is, after all, where the heart is. Visit our online gallery and you will 
discover how, at Harwick, it’s all about you.
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“Drink your tea slowly and reverently, as if it is the 
axis on which the whole earth revolves –slowly, 
evenly, without rushing toward the future.”
   --Thich Nhat Hanh (Vietnamese 

Buddhist Monk and peace activist)

We are very happy to be back for our 11th season.  We say it often 
but … once again, we are truly humbled by our readership’s 
positive feedback, our advertiser support and the contributions 
of the entire BWN team that makes this happen year after year.  
In this holiday season, we would like to comment for a moment 
on being present.  We were in a multiscreen sports bar during 
the off season watching our beloved New York Yankees against 
the Boston Red Sox (yes, they got absolutely trounced).  There 
was a multitude of screens filled with college football, horse 
racing, boxing, hockey … all at the same time. It struck us how 
our society is in complete and utter information overload.  It was 
hard to focus on any one event because there was just too much 
stimuli coming at us at 100 miles an hour.  This is to say nothing 
of most of the patrons around us who were simultaneously on 
their phones, adding to the already maxed out stimulation.  
Young people in particular are becoming conditioned to this 
and it is sure to have long-term detrimental societal effects.
We need to remind ourselves to be present.  Be calm.  
Breathe and feel our breath.  Smell and actually identify the 
fragrances.  Put down the smart phone at home, on walks, in 
restaurants.  Listen to those we are with … the intrusive email 
and text can wait until later.
Finally a reminder:
Please support those who support BWN …
We have some new advertisers this year as well as many who 
have been with us since day one. They are the ones who 
make BWN possible; please support them.
We wish you …
A very happy, healthy and safe Holiday Season with families 
and friends! Thank you for reading our magazine.

Valerie Gorman and Chris Gorman
Bay Watch News Co-Editors and Publishers
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Letters to the Editor
DO GOOD BIKE PROJECT UPDATE

Just a note to say the Do Good Bike Project had a great response 
to the season-ending mention in Bay Watch News.  As a result of 
the enhanced awareness, I received 45 bikes from Bonita Bay 
before people headed out for the summer.  I was overwhelmed 
in a good way. My garage was filled, as well as the garages 
of two friends here in Bonita Bay, until I could work my way 
through getting them fixed and ready for use again.  

It took a couple of summer months, but the partnerships I have 
developed with the Literacy Council, Salvation Army and New 
Horizons lead to proper placement to those in need of basic 
transportation. Kids getting to school, workers being able to 
bike to pick-up points, teenagers getting to their first jobs, etc. 
were all part of the effort. 

Since I give out a new lock with each bike (and I got a deal 
of a few bucks off ones which were peacock blue), Jeff and 
Sarah who head the Salvation Army station in Bonita say that 
on a Sunday they can drive through town and identify many 
of “Steve’s bikes” on the street, at the grocery store, at the 
laundromat, etc. Really neat stuff for me to hear and I’m sure 
for those who have given bikes.

So, with that rosy picture in the rearview mirror, I start this 
season with very few bikes to work on and give out. In the three 
years this has been going on, I have given out 495 bikes, 195 
of which were given this year to date, way beyond my original 
thinking. Hopefully there are many more in the garages of 
Bonita Bay that can be liberated. If you have one gathering dust, 
we will gladly take your excess, unused, even broken bikes. They 
are fixed and adjusted, and then given to people who need basic 
transportation in the community. Pick-up is available. For more 
information, please contact Steve at steve.nicks1@gmail.com. 

Thank you.
 
Steve Nicks
Bayview II

HAVING JUST CELEBRATED the 100th Anniversary of 
Veterans Day in November, I thought your readers would be 
interested in an update on the accomplishments of the Bonita 

Bay Veterans Council (BBVC). The 
Council is comprised of almost 500 
Bonita Bay residents who are veterans 
or families of veterans. About 3½ 
years ago, Nick Romano of Riverwalk 
and a Purple Heart Vietnam veteran, 
created the 501(c)(3) organization “to 
provide assistance to local veterans 
and their families in need of help.”

Contributions to the Council, exceeding 
$440,000, have come from Bonita Bay 
residents, affiliates and other generous 
businesses and friends. Organizations 

whose interests align with the organization, refer folks to the 
BBVC, and it has provided $370,000 to 5,000 veterans and their 
families. 

In addition to covering veterans’ expenses not covered by the 
VA or other providers, the BBVC sponsors a monthly mobile 
food pantry at the Cape Coral VA outpatient clinic. Some 250 
veterans receive on average two weeks’ worth of canned goods, 
fresh produce and even pet food. We also have sponsored 
scholarships to veterans at FGCU, to children of veterans at 
Estero High School and are planning similar scholarships at the 
new Bonita Springs High School.

The ten-member volunteer Board is proud to acknowledge that 
98% of the funds collected go directly to vets in Lee and Collier 
Counties. Only through the generosity of Bonita Bay neighbors 
who support our efforts are we able to make sure we live up to 
the BBVC motto: No One Left Behind.

Steve Aronson
Board Member 
Bonita Bay Veterans Council

From the Editor -- A Word to the Wise
According to a 2018 online survey conducted by the Harris Poll, 
over 60 million Americans were affected by identity theft last 
year, resulting in the loss of nearly $16.8 billion. Even if you do 
everything right – you shred all of your sensitive documents and 
you never give out your Social Security Number – you can still be 
vulnerable through vendors you have done business with. No one 
is ever 100% protected, but even with less than perfect credit, it’s in 
your best interest to make sure your information is protected. 

In an effort to help consumers take control of their information, a 
new federal law has made it mandatory for the three major credit 
bureaus to allow consumers to “freeze” and “thaw” their accounts 
for free, a service for which they used to charge. This is a helpful 
way to “lock down” your identity, although it doesn’t come without 
some hassles. Once you make an online request for a freeze, the 
agencies must comply within one business day. An online request 
to thaw your account must be honored within one hour.

In order to place a freeze, you need to contact each credit bureau 
individually. Freezes can be instituted online at these websites:

TransUnion: https://www.transunion.com/credit-freeze
Experian: https://www.experian.com/ncaconline/freeze
Equifax: https://www.equifax.com/personal/credit-report-services/

On the downside, you will be given PIN numbers from each bureau 
that you’ll have to keep track of in the event that you want to thaw 
your account. In addition, if you want to apply for credit or any sort of 
loan, you must lift the thaw from each account. To ensure maximum 
effectiveness, a freeze needs to be instituted with all three agencies. 
Checking your credit report annually is also a good idea, and you 
should be aware that even if you have a security freeze in effect, you 
are still entitled to one free annual credit report from each agency.

One other agency to consider freezing is the National Consumer 
Telecom and Utilities Exchange (NCTUE), which manages 
phone, utility and cable transactions. You can contact them at: 
https://www.exchangeservicecenter.com/Freeze/jsp/SFF_FrzFeeRequirements.jsp
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By Tommye Fleming, Mahogany Ridge

Who’s Who in Bonita Bay

BOB PEHLKE, of  The Hamptons 
and of  Ann Arbor, MI, is a Man of  
Steel.  Not in the Superman sense 
… but in a Materials Science sort of  
way.
Bob, who holds a Sc.D. in Materials 
Science, is a Professor Emeritus of  the 
University of  Michigan who recently 
published a book on his professional 
career: “Adventures of  a Materials 
Scientist.” 
“It’s a good read,” according to his friend Peg Bisgrove of  Mira 
Lago. “Bob is a good listener, and a good story teller -- a rare 
combination.”
Bob has published 300+ papers and 11 technical books, 
including a textbook used at universities around the world. But 
in retirement, he has ventured into the autobiography field. The 
Amazon.com description reads:
From research laboratories and university classrooms, to the 
engineering departments of  major corporations, to large law 
firms and the courtrooms where the cases of  their clients are 
being tried, Dr. Pehlke demonstrates his deep knowledge of  
the field of  materials. Dr. Pehlke’s consulting activities, “from 
steelmaking to suture needles,” present a vast array of  materials 
challenges. 
I have to admit I had to look up “materials science” on the 
internet.  It is a hybrid of  metallurgy, solid-state physics and 
chemistry … which has driven revolutionary technologies 
in ceramics, rubbers, plastics, semiconductors and biomaterials.
Some of  Bob’s interview answers were above my head, so I’m 
starting with something easy: how he got to Bonita Bay.  He 
and his wife Julie weren’t particularly fond of  Michigan winters, 
so when he was considering retirement in 2003, they began to 
look south.  It was only natural for them to follow Ann Arbor 
friends – the Resslers, Eisners, Gallaghers and others.  Bob was a 
golfer and Julie a bridge player so they quickly found their niche.  
Unfortunately, Julie passed away in 2012.  Bob took up personal 
writing to fill his time.
Jim Davis of  Hidden Harbor had begun his memoir, which 
served as a source of  inspiration. According to Bob, “I had 
published technical books, but along came this one about 
real life: my education, a 43-year academic career, extensive 
consulting as well as expert witness services.”
As a young faculty member, Bob was asked to be an expert witness 
in a case, Henry J. Kaiser Company v. McLouth Steel Corp, 
involving patent infringement. Preparation took two years and 

the trial itself  lasted three days short of  a full year.  The experts 
conducted scientific demonstrations for the court and the judge 
ruled in favor of  McLouth, declaring the Kaiser patent invalid. 
The consultants for the Kaiser team were professors from MIT 
who had served as Pehlke’s mentors.  The victory was especially 
sweet – the student had defeated the professors!
The case catapulted Pehlke to consulting opportunities ‘round 
the world.  One of  the most famous involved the Björk-Shiley 
mechanical prosthetic heart valve. Bob’s investigation showed 
that the primary cause for the valve’s failure was fatigue.  The 
redesign of  the faulty strut markedly improved the performance 
of  the valve.
So how did Bob get into materials science? Growing up in 
Michigan, he was valedictorian of  his high school class, with 
an eye on engineering school. He earned a four-year, tuition-
free scholarship to the University of  Michigan – worth $704!  
Today’s value: $50,000.
Because of  his father’s electrical business, he initially chose 
electrical engineering as a major but a summer job in metallurgy 
lured him to chemical and metallurgical engineering. He went 
to MIT for grad school – and a Fulbright Fellowship allowed 
him to do postgraduate study in Germany.  He then joined the 
faculty of  the University of  Michigan, where he maintained a 
full teaching load for 43 years, supervising 25 doctoral graduates. 
He retired in 2003, settling into a relaxing way of  life that 
involved volunteer work for professional societies. But then in 
2007, he hit a 7-year consulting bonanza -- 21 assignments that 
took him well into his 80s.  So … he retired, but not really.
This last September, Bob’s whole family (three children, two 
grandchildren) came together for a special celebration in Ann 
Arbor. He had made a donation to the University of  Michigan 
to provide a fellowship in materials science and a memorial 
lectureship in his name.  The inaugural lecture, given by one of  his 
graduate students, Ron Radzilowski, was on an interesting topic: 
Bob Pehlke! Ron waxed eloquently about Bob’s intelligence, his 
strength of  character and his graciousness. At the same time, he 
described him as a stern task master -- if  you succeed with Dr. 
Pehlke, you succeed in life! 
The Materials Department held a dinner party for faculty on 
Thursday, and a formal technical lecture by Ron on Friday. On 
Sunday, Bob’s family hosted a book signing dinner at an area 
country club, a great reunion with friends, family and fellow 
professionals.
Next up? A memoir about his wife, his children and his 
grandchildren. Bob just goes on and on – he has the strength 
of  steel.

Bob Pehlke – Man of Steel
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For more information, go to leehealth.org/coconut-point

Lee Health Coconut Point is now open and ready to serve you.
Welcome to your new health and wellness destination, right in your backyard, 

so you can quickly and easily get the health care services you need for
mind, body, and spirit.

Make yourself at home at Lee Health Coconut Point.

©2018 Lee Health • 3400.04   11/18

Welcome Home!

Coconut Rd  

Pelican Colony Blvd

Via Coconut Point

US 41 - S. Tam
iam

i Trail

Health 
Center 
Blvd

Coconut Point
Mall

• Critical need, critical care: Our emergency department is 
primed 24 hours a day to help when you need it most.

• Community connection: Learn about lifestyle changes to 
keep you at your best at our Healthy Life Center.

• Quality of life: Our rehabilitation team treats conditions of 
every kind to help you regain strength, mobility, and comfort.

• Making it easy: Get primary care and specialty appointments 
under one roof at Lee Physician Group’s clinic. 

• Women’s spotlight: Breast health screenings, diagnostics,  
and general OB/GYN services.

• Get in, get out, get on your way: Minimally invasive surgery will 
quickly have you back to the comfort of your home.

• A modern touch: Enjoy digital tools to schedule appointments, 
find your way around, and check in with ease.

• Fast, friendly pharmacy: Our knowledgeable staff will 
prepare a full array of medications for you and your family.

We are committed to providing exceptional service right here in 
the heart of the Bonita Springs/Estero area. We hope you’ll be our 

partners as we empower, heal, inspire, and improve our community.

Once again, welcome home!

L E E  H E A L T H  C O C O N U T  P O I N T

OPEN

Dec. 3
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IT’S YOUR TURN TO LIVE LIKE THIS. 
FOLLOW YOUR HEART. 

Discover design/build remodeling, where passion-fueled innovation and 
design + construction acumen culminate to create a remodeling experience like no other.

SERVING SOUTHWEST FLORIDA HOMEOWNERS SINCE 1989
Award-Winning, Luxury Kitchens | Bathrooms | Room Additions | Outdoor Living Spaces

Visit our new design center or view our portfolio at progressivedesignbuild.com
27180 Bay Landing Dr. #3, Bonita Springs, FL 34135
tel: 239.939.5411  |  Lic# CGC 059261  |  follow us on
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THE COMBINATION of Bonita Bay members growing 
older but acting younger seems to be taking its toll. The 
average age of the club’s golfers has moved north of 70, 
while enthusiasm for pickleball has not diminished. As a 
result, between injury and decrepitness, a recent shotgun 
start became a parade of blue flag pageantry.

Some observers noted that each time a new pickleball court 
is added, so does the demand for blue flags. Perhaps this will 
change with the recent surge in new memberships, which 
hopefully includes a number of youngsters who can handle 
the rigors of pickleball. But many observers agree the major 
cause of flag growth is “age advance.”

 Of course maintenance folks have now stepped up their 
efforts to accommodate this gaffer growth. First, of course, 
is the placing of blue stakes by the green, indicating where 
blue-flag carts should park (as an increasing number of them 
were winning “vehicles parked closest-to-the-flag” contests). 
Despite their efforts, the stakes have grown even higher.

Starting this past summer, golfers have been treated to 
pathways mowed in the grass -- from cart to tee and from 
tee to fairway. The paths are reminiscent of days long ago 
when people actually walked courses with their caddies at 
their side. Since nobody walks courses anymore (and we 
have no caddies), golfers are mystified as to the reason for 
the specially mowed paths.

Now the explanation we’ve all been waiting for has been 
revealed. The paths are designed to keep old folks from 
getting lost.  They guide you from the cart to the tee, and 
then serve as a kind of arrow to help you hit in the right 
direction. Just aim your ball down the path and rest assured 
you’re headed the right way. Additionally, the paths can 
lead us to the play-it-forward 150 tee (subtle suggestion?). 
For some this seems an unnecessary addition, but for a few 
(who have slightly diminished visual skills), it’s a godsend. 
Unfortunately the new paths have fallen victim to the usual 
Bonita Bay “we want things new and better but never 
different” syndrome, and now only traces of them remain.

On another front, new screens on the carts give a block 
letter option. If the inch-high letters on the default screen 
aren’t big enough for you, just touch the distance number 
and bigger letters in black and white appear. Another nod to 
the optically challenged oldsters. 

Perhaps the near future will bring a golfer version of Alexa 
or Siri or whoever that know-it-all electronic woman is. 
The first use would be to observe the game and remind 
oldsters of their proper score for the hole.  Believe it or not, 
some golfers seem to have forgotten what comes after six. 

(Actually this malady seems to afflict golfers of ALL ages.)  
However, rather than carelessly accuse innocent parties, we 
limit our application to oldsters.

Some help in the fashion field might be coming too. As 
we approach another anniversary of the club’s takeover by 
members, old Bonita Bay logo shirts might bear replacing. 
These “old favorites” not only carry the outdated logo but also 
the scars of many years’ wear. Hardly the stuff of a premier 
club. So maybe some of our veteran members might trade in 
a couple of “old favorites” for brand new shirts.

It’s possible these age-related accommodations could be 
rendered unnecessary by the influx of new young blood. On 
the other hand, if we continue emphasis on longer, healthier 
lives through Blue Zone programs, we may all be living to 
the blue flag age and beyond.

Happily not all moves are aimed at seniors. In an effort to 
appeal to newer (and presumably younger) members, the 
music playlist which entertains us before shotguns has been 
updated to include some tunes by artists who are still alive. 
Not quite hip-hop, but closer to  performers of this century.

Getting Older Puts Us in a Pickle
VIEW FROM A DIFFERENT ANGLE

By Charlie Vogt, Montara
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“WELCOME, BONITA SPRINGS, to a world class school!”  
With those words, on August 8, Principal Jeff Estes introduced 
Bonita Springs High School (BSHS) to local community 
leaders and residents who supported the school on the road to 
its August 10 opening.
Built to hold up to 1,746 students, Bonita Springs High School 
has 400 freshmen and 275 sophomores enrolled for the 2018-19 
school year.  The student body is comprised of 60% Hispanic, 34% 
White and 6% other. Many live in homes where English is not the 
primary language; and, because of the district’s poverty rate, all 
students receive breakfast and lunch on school days.
The inaugural class of 2021 began at a temporary campus of 
portables on the Estero High School campus and called themselves 
“the original trailer kids.” Tightly packed classrooms and the odor 
of athletic gear and clothing stored in classrooms bonded the 
freshman class in 2017.  
I spoke with sophomores Chiara Perfetto, Nick Turok, Philip 
Madigan and freshman Bettina Passos about their choice to attend 
the new high school. Each of them saw an opportunity. Chiara 
wanted to enroll in The FGCU Collegiate Academy. Established 
through a partnership with Florida Gulf Coast University, this 
academy offers students the opportunity to earn up to 60 hours 
of university credit. Freshmen start by taking AP and Honors 
classes. After scoring a minimum 23 on the ACT or 1140 on the 
SAT, students may dual enroll at FGCU for their junior and senior 
years. Upon graduation, Chiara may enroll at FGCU as a junior or 
transfer to another state university with FGCU certification where 
all general education requirements for a Bachelor’s Degree are met. 
Currently, 195 students are enrolled in the program.
Chiara also is taking classes in the Health Professionals 
Academy.  Freshman year she studied medical skills and services. 
This year her courses include anatomy and physiology.  She plans 
to graduate with a CNA license and is ‘amazed’ by the robot-
simulated learning environment created for the academy. Students 
may also earn EKG licenses and the Academy plans to expand to 
LPN licensing. Current enrollment: 124 students.
Bettina, an emigre from Brazil, wanted to start in a smaller school 

with academically challenging programs. She also has chosen the 
Collegiate Academy and is a member of the golf team. This is a 
school where everyone is a learner, including the golf coach. Not a 
serious student of the game, he started out by making sure the team 
had drinks and snacks.  He is learning the game with the students and 
Bettina loves the camaraderie forged with everyone learning together. 

Nick is new to the area and wanted to be in a school where 
everyone is new. His freshman year, he took a class at the Aerospace 
Academy, a dual enrollment partnership with Embry-Riddle Gaetz 
Aerospace Institute. The academy provides students with a four-
year Aerospace Technology curriculum and the opportunity to 
earn up to 14 college credits, certifications in Unarmed Aircraft 
Systems and credit towards Flight Instructor Certification. Students 
experience hands-on activities ranging from building flying 
machines to flying drones and operating flight simulators. Current 
enrollment is 156 students. Nick plays basketball and baseball.

Philip had aspirations of playing football and basketball, but thought 
his opportunities would be limited in well established programs at 
other high schools. He is incredibly proud of the JV football team 
that went 0-6 in 2017 and finished 2018 4-4-1. Both Philip and Nick 
believe that starting new teams with new coaches committed to 
a balanced athletic/academic culture is a key component of the 
school’s environment. Several football players had rocky academic 
starts this year, but after “several weeks of coach pushing them, 
they got back on track. The coaches push you. You fall down; they 
build you up. They care about grades.” 

BSHS students credit their close knit community of staff and 
students to their origins in the portables at Estero High, They speak 
of the school community as ‘family’ — one that shared struggles as 
they navigated the challenges posed by portable living on a satellite 
campus.  Coaches are building new teams. Teachers are stepping 
up to new content levels. Last year’s freshmen welcome this year’s 
freshmen into a culture that is nurturing, sharing, challenging and 
exciting.  The BSHS community feels it is creating the foundation 
of a new high school paradigm for the 21st century.  

The first new Lee County School District high school since 2010, 
BSHS features state-of-the-art teaching and learning facilities. An 
active participant in the design phase for layout of the buildings, 

A New World Class High School  for  Bonita Springs

Students interviewed for Bay Watch News

Health Professionals 
Academy student working 

in the medical lab

Entrance to the Bonita Bay Athletic 
Center. Over $15,000 were raised by 

members of Bonita Bay for the students 
of Bonita Springs High School
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A New World Class High School  for  Bonita Springs
Principal Estes was instrumental in organizing student and staff 
friendly spaces and access to natural light throughout the campus. 
Although not LEED certified because of certification cost, the 
campus has been built with state of the art environmental controls 
and features.  The intended auditorium space is designed as a large 
black box theater with retractable seating, suitable not only for 
theatre functions, but for arena-type events as well.

Three career academy classrooms house equipment designed to 
prepare them for post-secondary careers. In addition to Aerospace 
and Medical, the campus has an Environmental Controls 
(HVAC) Academy. Students will be prepared for employment or 
advanced training in the heating, air conditioning and refrigeration 
industry, working in a dedicated, hands-on learning lab. Students 
will earn industry certification in HVAC. BSHS houses a fourth 
dedicated bay for career academy program expansion in a STEM 
(science, technology, engineering and mathematics) field.

All textbooks and library books are stored on Chromebooks 
(laptop computers) issued to all students by the School District. 
The versatile media/collaboration center offers abundant space 
for student study areas, classroom discussions, meetings and 
conferences. 

All of these programs take place in a school designed with state-of-
the-art safety and security features.

• An administrator controls school access through a single point 
of entry. Visitors address a camera and microphone system 
outside the building to request entry.

• Three buildings house state-of-the-art classrooms, a black 
box theater and gymnasium.   Each building has lockdown 
capability,  allowing only parts of the campus to be accessed for 
after-school activities and events.  

• AIl supported security software provides proactive intel to 
security screens as well as incident records.

• No school lockers are needed except for PE classes and sports. 

Everyone loves the new athletic facilities! The Bull Shark is the 
official school mascot; school colors are royal blue and kelly 
green. After using Estero High sports facilities during the 2017-18 
school year, the JV football team was excited to host games this 
year on the new BSHS Bull Shark field, attracting large crowds 
from Bonita Springs and surrounding communities. Bull Shark 
sporting events include:

• Varsity: bowling, cross country, golf, swimming, tennis, track 
and field and wrestling.  Bull Sharks hope to field a varsity 
weightlifting squad as well.

• Junior Varsity: football, volleyball, basketball, soccer, 
baseball and softball will move to the varsity level in the 
2019-20 school year. 

Community members are encouraged to attend all school events. 
The 2018-2019 winter sports season includes:  Boys & Girls JV 
Basketball, Boys & Girls Soccer, and Girls Weightlifting. You 
can access the entire sports calendar at https://bnh.leeschools.
net/athletics.

Local enthusiasm for BSHS Sports programs and facilities is 

generating additional revenue streams for the school. Lee Health 
System has purchased stadium naming rights for five years, providing 
$175,200 for capital investments not covered by the district budget. 
Bonita Bay residents Norm Freedman, John O’Leary and Frank 
Semcer, Sr. led a $150,000 BB fund raising campaign to purchase 
naming rights for the Athletic Center. Funds are earmarked for the 
purchase of educational and extracurricular materials not funded in 
the district budget—music, performing arts, sports and club activities. 
In a school where many students may not have the ability to pay fees 
for participation in extracurricular activities, community donations 
supporting student activities are essential. This generous donation 
allows all students to participate in extracurricular activities regardless 
of economic status.  Fun fact:  Principal Jeff Estes came to Bonita 
Springs as a young boy when his father was hired by Bonita Bay to be 
an assistant golf professional.  He eventually became a head golf pro 
in Naples.  As a teenager, Jeff worked in the cart barn at Bonita Bay 
and has thoroughly enjoyed working with Norm, John and Frank in 
their efforts to support his students.

Principal Estes and his staff are eager to work with local residents 
seeking opportunities to support BSHS. 

• Opportunities for financial contributions include naming 
rights, a founding donors program and banner program.  
Boys & Girls Tennis, Boys Weightlifting and Wrestling coach 
positions are open.

• Adult Education programs, including ESL classes, are currently 
offered on campus.  Plans to expand adult career and tech 
certification opportunities available evenings and weekends are 
in the works. 

• The school partners with local non-profits, providing rental 
space for their use. Principal Jeff Estes is working on a plan 
for ‘New Horizons’ to expand its after-school program and to 
add a summer camp on the BSHS campus. New Horizons is 
looking for volunteers to staff the programs at Bonita Springs 
High School.  

• Students hope local residents will volunteer to assist coaches 
and teach in sports and extracurricular activities. 

If you’d like to learn more about BSHS, please contact Principal 
Jeff Estes, JeffreyBE@LeeSchools.net, or me at CathleenOM@
LeeSchools.net, 239-337-8303.

By Cathleen Morgan, Bay Harbor

Photo taken during the high school homecoming game using a 
drone from the Aerospace Academy
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The Lummis Team
RESIDENTS, GOLF MEMBERS & REAL ESTATE SPECIALISTS

Bonita Bay

           TheLummisTeam.com      RoyalShellSales.com
26811 S. Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134

Max:      239-289-3541 • MaxLummis@gmail.com

Corye:    239-273-3722 • CoryeReiter@gmail.com
Connie:  239-289-3543 • ConnieLummis@gmail.com

  Featured   Listings

The Lummis Team has represented buyers and sellers of properties in Bonita Bay since 
1999.  Our team has a combined 45 years experience in real estate sales in Southwest Florida, and has been 

among the top producing sales teams in closed sales for the past several years.  
We thank our many loyal clients for their trust and support.

As year round residents of Bonita Bay and golfing members of the Club, we are in a position to fully 
understand not only the market, but also the unparalleled lifestyle and amenities Bonita Bay has to offer.  

Please call us if you are considering buying or selling for a confidential consultation and property valuation.

Recently Sold

27180 Oak Knoll Dr.   $1,625,000 27220 Ridge Lake Ct.   $1,450,000

OAK KNOLL

Experience • Integrity • Communication • Service 
• Dedication • Proven Track Record

*The Lummis Team has worked with sellers and buyers or both in the above listings and sales.

4951 Bonita Bay Blvd. PH 101   $1,980,000

PEN
DING

ESPERIA

26591 Rookery Lake Dr 4951 Bonita Bay Blvd #1802

ESPERIA

26881 Wedgewood Dr #204

WEDGEWOOD

4451 Deerwood Ct

DEERWOOD

3326 Montara Dr

MONTARA

3080 Laurel Ridge

LAUREL RIDGE

27540 Riverbank Dr

ANCHORAGE

26160 Isle Way

BERMUDA COVE

26349 Augusta Creek

AUGUSTA CREEK

4931 Bonita Bay Blvd. #1001  $2,350,000

4951 Bonita Bay Blvd. #1804   $850,000

ESPERIA

ROOKERY LAKE

3260 Crossings Ct. #13

CROSSINGS

26968 Montego Pointe Ct. #101

BAY POINTE

4851 Bonita Bay Blvd #804 

TAVIRA

4731 Bonita Bay Blvd

HORIZONS

27281 Oak Knoll Dr

OAK KNOLL

4111 Harbor Oaks Ct

HIDDEN HARBOR

27100 Enclave Dr.   $555,000

ENCLAVE

SOL
D

AZURE

PEN
DING

RIVER RIDGE



13

The Lummis Team
RESIDENTS, GOLF MEMBERS & REAL ESTATE SPECIALISTS

Bonita Bay

           TheLummisTeam.com      RoyalShellSales.com
26811 S. Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134

Max:      239-289-3541 • MaxLummis@gmail.com

Corye:    239-273-3722 • CoryeReiter@gmail.com
Connie:  239-289-3543 • ConnieLummis@gmail.com

  Featured   Listings

The Lummis Team has represented buyers and sellers of properties in Bonita Bay since 
1999.  Our team has a combined 45 years experience in real estate sales in Southwest Florida, and has been 

among the top producing sales teams in closed sales for the past several years.  
We thank our many loyal clients for their trust and support.

As year round residents of Bonita Bay and golfing members of the Club, we are in a position to fully 
understand not only the market, but also the unparalleled lifestyle and amenities Bonita Bay has to offer.  

Please call us if you are considering buying or selling for a confidential consultation and property valuation.

Recently Sold

27180 Oak Knoll Dr.   $1,625,000 27220 Ridge Lake Ct.   $1,450,000

OAK KNOLL

Experience • Integrity • Communication • Service 
• Dedication • Proven Track Record

*The Lummis Team has worked with sellers and buyers or both in the above listings and sales.

4951 Bonita Bay Blvd. PH 101   $1,980,000

PEN
DING

ESPERIA

26591 Rookery Lake Dr 4951 Bonita Bay Blvd #1802

ESPERIA

26881 Wedgewood Dr #204

WEDGEWOOD

4451 Deerwood Ct

DEERWOOD

3326 Montara Dr

MONTARA

3080 Laurel Ridge

LAUREL RIDGE

27540 Riverbank Dr

ANCHORAGE

26160 Isle Way

BERMUDA COVE

26349 Augusta Creek

AUGUSTA CREEK

4931 Bonita Bay Blvd. #1001  $2,350,000

4951 Bonita Bay Blvd. #1804   $850,000

ESPERIA

ROOKERY LAKE

3260 Crossings Ct. #13

CROSSINGS

26968 Montego Pointe Ct. #101

BAY POINTE

4851 Bonita Bay Blvd #804 

TAVIRA

4731 Bonita Bay Blvd

HORIZONS

27281 Oak Knoll Dr

OAK KNOLL

4111 Harbor Oaks Ct

HIDDEN HARBOR

27100 Enclave Dr.   $555,000

ENCLAVE

SOL
D

AZURE

PEN
DING

RIVER RIDGE



14

On the Bookshelf

Less by Andrew Sean Greer won the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for fiction.  It is a short, humorous novel 
about an unsuccessful gay writer Arthur Less who is about to turn 50.  He receives an invitation to the 
wedding of his former longtime boyfriend.  Not wanting to be humiliated by attending, Arthur decides 
to respond by stating he has been previously committed to literary jobs that will take him out of the 
country.  Upset over the coming marriage, overwrought at turning 50 and distressed that his last book 
attempt was rejected by his publisher, Arthur begins his global misadventures.

Along the way, Greer also describes Arthur’s early life as he moves from one relationship to another.  
Arthur is definitely oblivious to his surroundings and, at times, appears quite helpless, but somehow 
manages to come out alright in the end.  In New York, he is assigned to interview another writer.  He 
forgets his watch and is waiting beneath a broken clock.  He is late for the interview, but so is the writer.  
On an international flight, not realizing he is in different time zone, Arthur thinks he needs to sleep.  
Taking sleeping pills, he has to be wakened up and, in a groggy state, meanders through the airport and 
just makes his connecting flight.  Arthur stumbles through New York, Mexico, Italy, Germany, Paris, 
Morocco and India on his journey to self-discovery.

Why did the Pulitzer Committee select this book as the best of 2018?  There is no real story line.  It is 
humorous only sometimes.  Other times, there exists a sadness about Arthur.   Sometimes the wording 
is descriptive, but other times just weird. For example: “The eel of panic wiggles through him: the plane 
convulses in the moonlight like a man turning into a werewolf.” However, it is one of the first novels 
by a gay author about the lifestyle of a gay protagonist.  It is a wonderful characterization of a gay man 
with all his foibles. Greer’s unusual use of language can be very poetic at times.  Less is definitely a 
worthwhile read.  It is important to be aware of what is considered contemporary literature.

Less by Andrew Sean Greet
Elaine Brotman, Bay Woods

Seafood Served Waterfront

At Bonita’s Backwater Jacks

Cory Bass is one serious dude … when it 

comes to the seafood he serves at the water-

front Backwater Jack’s restaurant located in the 

Bonita Bay community on Rt. 41 in Bonita 

Springs, which is open to the public for dinner 

by reservation through October.

“Fresh, local, sustainable” is the otherwise 

jovial Chef  Cory’s mantra.   He personally 

inspects all of  the seafood, rejecting more than 

half  that is not up to his standards.  “Let’s face 

it, people come to Southwest Florida to enjoy 

the sun, sand and seafood.  We can’t afford to 

disappoint even one of  them with less than the 

best possible quality.”

The menu at Backwater 

Jack’s includes descrip-

tions such as “Genuine 

Red Snapper”, “Key 

West shrimp” and “Day 

Boat Scallops” to 

emphasize the quality of  

the seafood served, along 

with an array of  burgers, 

sandwiches, salads, 

pastas, steaks and daily 

specials.  The restaurant 

has a lively bar and is 

opening a new outdoor 

deck with direct views 

of  the Bonita Bay 

Marina on the Imperial 

River.  Boaters are 

welcome to tie-up at the 

marina dock for drinks 

and dinner.

“Fresh, local, sustain-

able” is the otherwise 

jovial Chef  Cory’s 

mantra.   He personally 

inspects all of  the 

seafood, rejecting more 

than half  that is not up 

to his standards.  “Let’s 

face it, people come to 

Dandelion Summer by Lisa Wingate
Shirley Gorman, Oakwood

When you begin Dandelion Summer, you think you know how the story is going to develop and end. 
But it is about more than two very different characters meeting and forming a bond that changes their 
lives.

Epiphany (Espie) Jones is the dandelion. Like the petals of the dandelion, she finds herself being blown 
from city to city with her mama. As the petals escape the core of the flower, Epiphany has to find her 
true self and her potential. It is with her mother’s move to Blue Sky Hill to live with her latest boyfriend 
Russ that she meets J. Norman Alvord.

Epiphany has a minor skirmish with the law and must make restitution. She is sent to work part-time 
for J. Norman, who feels that even though he is in poor health, he does not need help and wishes to be 
left alone. Deborah, his daughter, disagrees. Epiphany may not be her first choice, but she feels better 
that at least someone is caring for her father. Deborah and her father have always seemed to disagree.

J. Norman likes to reminisce about his time working in America’s space program and Epiphany likes to 
hear his stories about his involvement with Surveyor I and his part in space missions.

J. Norman comes to notice the quick mind of his “babysitter” and engages her in his search for his true 
family. Meanwhile, Epiphany becomes more and more curious about her own family. After an abortive 
attempt to find out the truth about J. Norman’s family, the expected happy ending occurs.

If you enjoy this heart-warming story, you may also enjoy Lisa Wingate’s new novel Before We 
Were Young, about an investigation of a Tennessee orphanage. It is currently on The New York Times 
bestseller list.

continued on page 18
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Curious Photographer
What amazing thing did you do that no one was around to see?

Gail Foreman
TAVIRA
I ate a quart of ice 
cream when I lived 
alone!

Evelyn Rascio
AZURE
I took a great tumble 
on the path and fell 
over upside down and 
was glad no one was 
around!

Leif Nesheim
RIVER RIDGE
I was 17 and was drag 
racing on a deserted 
rural road only to find 
out that the police knew 
about the location and 
they took my license 
away for six months.

Art Shaw
BAY POINT
Over the last 2 years I 
had 12 doctors because 
I fell apart but they all 
brought me back!

By Maryle Barbé, Spring Ridge

DAVID P. BROWNE
Florida Board Certified Wills, Trusts & Estates Lawyer since 1994

Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent Rating  |  Masters of Law in Taxation

JAMES J. JOHNSTONE, J.D., M.B.A. 

OVER 150  
BONITA BAY  

FAMILIES 
TRUST  

DAVID P. 
BROWNE 

P.A.
Building trusting 

relationships for more 
than 25 years.

3461 Bonita Bay Blvd., Suite 107
Bonita Springs

(239) 498-1191
David@dpbrowne.com 
James@dpbrowne.com
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Insuring  Homes • Autos • Boats • RVs 

26811 South Bay Dr, #250
Bonita Springs, FL 34134

Phone 239-498-6499 
Fax 239-498-6761

Jennifer Fagan: 
Jennifer@fandmins.com 

Call for a Free Review 
Or visit us at

“The Offices at the Promenade”

Fagan & Michaud Insurance Agency, Inc., 
DBA Jones & Jones Insurance

Was your Agent there 
for you?

Trust us
to be there.

YOU’VE SEEN IT YOURSELF and you think it’s weird. You 
think only foreigners do it. I’m talking about the person on your 
flight wearing a mask! Yes, it is necessary on many flights and a 
recent study by the Journal of Environmental Health Research 
confirms that colds may be 113 times more likely to be transmitted 
on a plane than during your normal daily living. The close quarters 
and shared air surely contribute, but low cabin humidity combined 
with high elevation is the main cause. When an airplane flies at 
30,000-35,000 feet, humidity runs at a 10 percent lower rate. Low 
levels of humidity result in our “natural defense systems” drying 
up and allowing the cold and flu germs to infect us. 

How do you avoid this?  

Stay hydrated This helps to counteract the dehydrating effects of 
air travel. It is thought that sipping water regularly is better than 
drinking a lot of water at one time.  Nasal mists can be helpful 
to keep your passages moist. Hot drinks provide an additional 
protection to your membranes. This is not a treatment; it is just a 
way of keeping your defenses strong and functioning to assist in 
preventing you from getting sick. 

Keep your hands clean Use disinfectant wipes to clean your 
whole area -- tray tables, arm rests, seat, seatback, overhead bin 
handles and anywhere that someone else could have touched 
before you sat down. Don’t forget to take wipes or sanitizers 

into the restroom with you!  The CDC in Atlanta recommends 
sanitizers with at least 60% alcohol.

Take your vitamins It may help to take a multivitamin several 
days before you fly -- it isn’t proven, but certainly can’t hurt. 
There have been no studies that prove this, but it is possible that 
a large dose of vitamin C prior to your flight may reduce the 
severity of a cold. 

Wear a mask! Yes, it does help prevent infection from others 
around you who are sneezing and coughing. You can also use 
the overhead vent to direct your neighbor’s air away from you. 

What do I do? I have been known to get sick after every flight for 
the past few years. Two years ago I missed almost two weeks of 
work due to a cold from a flight.  Since I started wearing a personal 
size “air tamer,” I have not gotten sick -- not once. This device is 
available on Amazon for about $75 and requires two dime-sized 
batteries. I also take a large dose of Vitamin C two days before I fly. 

Whatever you try, be sure to be diligent about it and protect your 
“space.”  Preventive measures can surely help.

By Pat Hazen, CTC 
Pelican Landing House of Travel
 239-948-1000

The Seasoned Traveler 
WAYS TO TRAVEL HEALTHY
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Community Association Board of Directors Meeting   continued from page 1

On the Bookshelf   continued from page 14

to fill the open Board Director position.

Joe Calabrese said the Pickleball Committee assisted in a sound 
study conducted in October, which measured various sound 
levels of pickleball play at Riverwalk Park with sound stations 
in Cranbrook, Anchorage and Aloha Lane developments. The 
findings of the sound test are expected in early December and are 
scheduled to be discussed in the December 13 BBCA meeting. 
Those findings will be part of a proposal to the City of Bonita 
Springs to expand the pickleball courts from 4 to 6.

The Nominating Committee, chaired by Hank Gempler, 
reported that solicitation for candidates to run for the one 
Director position open for 2019 will be going out to the 
community soon. George Yilmaz is leaving the Board, but 
is eligible to run again. In early January, the Nominating 
Committee will conduct candidate interviews and organize 
a Candidate Forum for residents to learn about candidate 
qualifications and their positions on community issues.

Finance Committee Member Charles Drayton gave the 

committee’s report on the BBCA 2019-2021 Operating Plan. 
The study details anticipated expenditures by the BBCA in 
several categories, as well as anticipated income assessments and 
other operational charges. The BBCA sees little to no growth of 
households, as new construction is near completion throughout 
Bonita Bay. Drayton also discussed the cash and investments 
status of reserves and cash on hand, and how those investments 
are protected through adherence to FDIC maximums of $250,000 
for individual placements with any one institution. Total cash and 
investments are currently $9,669,500. In 2016, the combined 
operating and investment income was $14,000. With subsequent 
improvement in types of securities utilized, the projected 2018 
combined operating and investment income is $168,740. 

Drayton said the 2019 assessments are being mailed to resident 
households in mid-November, with payment required by 
December 31, 2018. Billings for Hotwire depend on the installation 
date for each residence, and provide for the mandated four months 
free service after installation.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 pm.     

The Jungle Grows Back: 
America and Our Imperiled World by Robert Kagan
Bruce Stewart, Wedgewood

Robert Kagan, a former advisor to Republican presidential hopefuls but now residing in opposition at The Brookings 
Institution, fears that America is abandoning her 75-year role as a world leader. Is the world returning to its pre-1945 
condition, where might was right? His assessment is one of the great issues of our day.

Prior to 1945, wars destroyed societies culminating in the horrors of the two world wars with their famines and 
genocides. By any measure the years since World War II have been the most successful in recorded history; under 
American leadership, prosperity and democracy have flourished. 

What changed? No one believes that human behavior improved. Rather, the United States emerged in the mid-20th 
century as the most powerful country, economically and militarily, and its leaders, Democratic and Republican, believed 
in a rules-based world as the best way of organizing nations. Capitalism, democratic institutions and basic human 
freedoms (speech, press and assembly) positively channeled human competitiveness. In a beautifully written 165 pages, 
Kagan describes the transition to a rules-based world order from the unconditional surrender of Germany and Japan 
through the nation-building of the European Community and following it through to the demise of Soviet communism. 

We are now, however, questioning the system which enabled these amazing accomplishments.  Has America 
given too much and its allied nations not enough? Can our nation continue on such a course when there is still so 
much to be accomplished domestically? No nation other than the USA is sufficiently strong enough to maintain 
the rules-based world which has permitted this blossoming of freedom and prosperity. But maintaining this world 
system is becoming tougher.

The rules of the jungle, eat or be eaten, are re-emerging in our world.  China and Russia reject the freedoms we 
cherish and support totalitarian systems which are abhorrent to our beliefs. Kagan fears America may be stepping 
back from its leadership role. Allies, doubtful whether American leadership can be maintained and trusted, are 
threatening to withdraw from alliances. 

Kagan’s even-handed approach avoids the tribal chants which currently dominate American political discourse. 
He understands why President Obama stepped back from possible intervention in Syria and why President Trump 
in his ‘America First’ campaign has been supported by so many Americans left out of the economic progress and 
success in their own country. 

This important treatise should be read by every thinking American concerned about the direction of the country.
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CLICHÉS FROM THE BRIDGE TABLE

Bridge Lesson

EARLY IN YOUR BRIDGE CAREER, you probably 
began to hear “cover an honor with an honor” or “second 
hand low”. As with most clichés, you must apply them with 
thoughtful judgment. The idea of covering an honor with 
an honor is based on the attempt to establish subsequent 
tricks. In this article, you will learn some thought processes 
to apply when confronted with these situations. Throughout 
this article, the declarer is sitting south and leads toward 
the dummy. Leads from the dummy will be discussed next 
month. 

Suppose as west you are defending a notrump contract 
holding ♠ Kxx and dummy has ♠ Ax. Now suppose the 
declarer leads the ♠ Q. Should you cover the Q with your 
K? The first thing you should do is think about the declarer’s 
spade holding. Why did they choose to lead the Q to the Ax 
rather than a low spade to the A and then lead back to the 
Q? There is a reasonable probability that the declarer holds 
a sequence, perhaps broken, headed by the QJ. If you cover 
the Q, you could be setting up many spade tricks for the 
declarer. Your K can always take the third round of spades, 
thereby stopping the declarer from running the suit.

Changing the above example to you holding ♠ Kx, now 
you should cover the Q. Your K will drop to the A on the 
second round of the suit, so you may think it doesn’t make 
any difference. However, if you again think in terms of the 
declarer’s spade holding, holding up could prevent the 
declarer from finessing your partner.

Restoring your spade holding to Kxx and giving dummy 
another spade, how should you play when the declarer 
leads the Q? If you assume the declarer has the J, your only 
hope of establishing a spade trick is if east holds 10xx(x) of 
spades. Therefore, play low on the Q. Now, declarer cannot 
successfully finesse east’s 10.  Assuming you have ducked 
the K on the first play of spades, cover the J if the declarer 
leads it on a succeeding trick.

Now suppose you hold KQx of spades and the dummy has 
AJx and that the declarer leads a low spade. You must play 
the Q. This is called splitting your honors. Those who fail 
to do this will pay for their mistake more often than not. 
Failing to play the Q or K gives declarer two spade tricks 
and you may never get one. Especially if defending a trump 
contract. Similarly, if the dummy has Axx of spades and the 
declarer leads the 10 or J, you must cover it.

If the examples are changed to defending a trump contract, 
how would that affect your play? Assuming sufficient 

trump in the dummy, in the first example, your ♠ K will no 
longer take the third round of spades; declarer can ruff in 
the dummy. However, if you cover, you may be giving the 
declarer a third spade trick if they hold QJ10 or QJ9. The 
same is true if the declarer has a third spade.

How does changing declarer’s lead to ♠ J in the first example 
affect your play? Here, there is no advantage to playing 
the K♠. Hope partner has ♠ Q; if declarer has it, your ♠ K 
still takes the third round. Duck even if defending a trump 
contract with three or more spades. As an aside, if you are 
declarer and hold QJ10xx and dummy has Ax, if you want 
your LHO to cover play the Q. If you don’t want them to 
cover, play the 10.

Still holding ♠ Kxx, assume the dummy has ♠ AJ10xxx. Now 
suppose the declarer leads the ♠ Q. How should you play? 
Your only hope is that the ♠ Q is a singleton, so ducking the 
♠ Q assures you of a spade stopper. If declarer has a second 
spade, it doesn’t matter what you do, the declarer has six 
spade tricks. 

Does reducing the dummy’s holding to ♠ AJ10x affect your 
play? Assuming the declarer has a second spade, duck and 
make declarer guess whether to finesse. As with all plays, you 
should be prepared for this situation and smoothly play low 
in tempo. One key to good defense is to anticipate declarer’s 
play and decide ahead of time how you will respond.

In summary, don’t just follow an adage. As you can see from 
the above discussion, many factors affect the decisions you 
have to make, e.g., number of cards and type of contract.  
Analyze the bidding, the dummy, your partner’s signals and 
your holdings. Then try to plan your play ahead of time so 
as not to give clues to the declarer.

Now let’s practice.

 You (W) Dummy

 K83 A62 (1) Queen is led from South

 K62 AJ4 (2) Queen is led from South

 K104 J76 (3) If Queen is led… Or if low card is led

 K43 Q107 (4)  South plays 5 from his hand

 QJ5 A107 (5) South plays the  4 

 AJ943 KQ72 (6) South plays the 6

Answers on Page 48

Article written by Sue Wilkening and Fred Scott. 
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BAY HARBOR   $549,000

Dotti cell: 239-272-4946
Dotti@TheFaganTeam.com

Bob cell: 239-272-3006  
Bob@TheFaganTeam.com

Sandy cell: 239-292-4044    
Sandy@TheFaganTeam.com

Bonita Bay Club 
Members since 1998 a t e

 
R e a l  E s t26811 S. Tamiami Trail 

Bonita Springs, Fl 34134

Your Bonita Bay Luxury Home Marketing Specialists

SPRING RIDGE   $1,450,000

OAKWOOD   $369,000   CONGRATULATIONS MIKE!HARBOR LAKES   $335,000

Best Priced 

Estate Home

 in Spring Ridge

Beautifully Remodeled, Gorgeous Florida Room! Amazing golf course views! Completely Remodeled With Lake View!

CREEKSIDE   $1,299,000

Family Retreat 

With Bocce Ball 

Court!

We are proud to announce 
that Mike Fagan has been 

promoted to Managing 
Broker for Royal Shell Real 

Estate.  Mike can still be 
reached at 239-340-5455.
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IN OUR 8TH SEASON December issue, we printed some 
of these (unbiased) suggestions that we still think are cool so 
we are re-printing.  We also have some “fresh” suggestions 
here on how to keep your younger (and older) visitors on 
the go during their holiday time in the sun.  

IMAG History and Science Center (200 Cranford 
Avenue, Fort Myers, 239-243-0043)

We like to validate our suggestions by checking against the 
Google ratings, and this one gets a 4.1 stars out of 5 (with 
509 reviews) which is considered quite high.  IMAG has 
over 60 exhibits and truly caters to many age groups.  They 
feature: Backyard Nature trails, a Nano Lab, 3D Hurricane 
movie, Virtual Reality Exhibit, A World War II B-26 display 
and many others.  The kids can feed stingrays out of the 
palm of their hand twice a day (usually 11:45 am and 2:45 
pm).  In the LIVE! Animal Encounter kids can meet an 
assortment of IMAG’s animal residents.  Drop us a note at 
team@baywatchnews.com as we have a small number of 
passes available.  First come first served.

Amazing Things 5D Theater (Miromar Outlets 10801 
Corkscrew Road, Suite #323 Estero, 239-262-9464)

So most everyone knows what 3D is.  4D, we had an idea 
but had to confirm.  Admittedly, we had absolutely no idea 
what 5D meant and had to look it up.  At Amazing Things 

5D Theater, customers are immersed into an experience like 
none other.  Their 16 seat “micro theater” opened in April 
of this year features 3 categories of films, Speed, Journey, 
and Adventure with each one approximately 12 minutes in 
length.  We spoke with the manager Gordon who explained 
it to us.  4D refers to the seat movements that move in sync 
with what is going on in the film.  The 5D special effects 
are the weather elements they add in – fog, snow, smoke, 
wind, lightning, and bubbles (yes bubbles).  Tickets are quite 
reasonable at $9 for adults, $7 for children under 12 and, $8 
for seniors and veterans.  The BWN team can’t wait to try 
this one.

Sky Zone (14181 South Tamiami Trail Suite #140, Fort Myers, 
239-231-1922)
The Sky Zone in Fort Myers is a 36,000-square-foot “jump 
zone” made up of many dozen individual trampolines 
connected together.  There are three trampoline dodgeball 
courts, a “foam zone” with 10,000 blocks of foam and 
capacity for 146 jumpers.  The jumpers are separated by age 
and size across four different zones.  For the adventurous 
Bonita Bay parent (or grandparent), they offer toddler time 
where the adults can jump along with their kids.  For those 
not so keen to bounce, there is a concession stand and 
parents’ area with free Wi-Fi (BWN suggests bouncing!). 
Sky Zone has some somewhat odd opening hours so check 
ahead of time.  At press time, they were 3pm-8pm Mon-Fri; 
10am-12am Sat; 11am-7pm Sun.  

Subzero (2359 Vanderbilt Beach Rd., Suite 408, Naples, 239-
260-5716)
We all know that many things are custom made these days—
shirts, suits, shoes sometimes, but ice cream?? Subzero in 
Naples uses nitrogen to freeze custom ice cream ingredients 
right before your eyes.  You choose the size, cream type (low 
fat, vegan, non-dairy, etc.), flavors and mix-ins.  They then 
blast it with a frosty negative 321 degrees of liquid nitrogen 
to freeze it instantly and voila … the freshest ice cream you 
will ever taste.  Subzero was originally featured on the hit 
TV show Shark Tank (they did not get an investment), but 
they now put on a show of their own with every masterful 
ice cream creation. 

Estero Community Park (9200 Corkscrew Palms Blvd., 
Estero, 33928, 239-498-0415)
We at Bay Watch News particularly like Estero Community 
Park.  It is a great (and free) option for visiting parents or 

Things to do with your Visitors   over the Christmas Season
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Things to do with your Visitors   over the Christmas Season
resident grandparents to bring the kids to let them run off 
some energy.  There is a wonderful children’s playground, 
big wide-open fields for throwing footballs and Frisbees and 
an “off the leash” dog park where it is fun to watch furry 
friends play together.  For the more adventurous, there is an 
18-hole disc golf course.

Design Your Gift Studio (3431 Bonita Beach Rd., Suite 
206, Bonita Springs, 34134, 314-517-0447)

This is a great destination for grandparents and kids, 

particularly if the weather is not so favorable.  You can 
bring the kids here and join them in designing their own 
handmade Christmas gifts.  Sam, the owner, has curated 
beads from around the world from which the kids can 
craft bracelets, necklaces, earrings and more.  The best 
part about it is that each one is a custom creation, crafted 
by them.  Sam also does a “dad and daughter” day many 
Saturdays where the kids can make a present for mom 
alongside dad … now that is some good, quality time 
together.

By BWN Staff Writer

Glen Campbell and The Contest Over Rhinestones
THERE WERE A FEW TV SHOWS I can remember 
watching with my parents in the early 70s and the Glen Campbell 
Goodtime Hour was one of them.  While I was in Middle School, 
Glen released “Rhinestone Cowboy” and it immediately 
caught on with both country and pop audiences.  Prior to 
setting out on his 2012 Goodbye Tour, Glen announced that he 
had been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Many of us watched the 
very meaningful 2014 documentary chronicling his progression 
with the disease as he toured with his fourth wife, Kim, and two 
of his eight children.

Glen passed away in 2017 at the age of 81. Just recently, a Tennessee 
Probate Judge ruled that the three children Glen disinherited have 
legal standing to contest a will Glen signed in 2006 and his prior 
will of 2001. Anyone who has a potential interest in a will has the 
right to challenge it. Most challenges are related to testamentary 
capacity and undue influence by a spouse or children. If the three 
children are successful in their attempt to knock out the 2006 will, 
they would next have the same burden over the 2001 will, as they 
are also excluded in that will.

In Florida, once a will has been admitted to probate and 
Letters of Administration have been issued, the next step 
is for the Personal Representative to provide all qualified 
beneficiaries and other interested persons with a Notice of 
Administration. This notice provides, among other things, a 
three-month filing deadline to challenge the validity of the 
will and the venue or jurisdiction of the court.

Similarly, in the settlement of one’s revocable trust under 
Florida Law, within 60 days of the acceptance by the Successor 
Trustee, a Notice by Trustee should be sent to qualified 
beneficiaries. It is also recommended that it be sent to other 
interested persons. This Notice by Trustee, if properly drafted, 
can also include a six-month notice of the statute of limitations 
to contest the validity of the trust provided that a true and 

correct copy of the trust is also provided with the notice.
A Personal Representative under a will and a Successor Trustee 
under a trust should not make distributions to any beneficiaries 
until the statutory contest limitation period has properly 
expired. Otherwise, such fiduciary could be held liable. 
Some clients request a “no-contest” clause in their Florida wills 
and revocable trusts. A “no-contest” clause in an out-of-state 
document usually provides that if a beneficiary contests the 
validity of the will or trust, then such beneficiary forfeits the 
inheritance entirely. However, both Florida Probate Code and 
Florida Trust Code provide that penalty clauses, such as a “no-
contest” clause, in a will and revocable trust, are unenforceable. 
In situations where there is a disinherited or disgruntled 
child or spouse, it may be wise from time to time to update 
the will and revocable trust as each time the  documents are 
amended, it is more difficult to challenge  intent and capacity. 
By establishing a consistent testamentary intent to disinherit 
or otherwise reduce a child’s or spouse’s percentages over a 
period of time, the update makes the intent abundantly clear.  
In addition, as is the case with Glen Campbell’s will, even if the 
most recent version is invalidated, the contesting parties often 
have to achieve the same ends to the prior will as well.
Proper defensive advance planning cannot eliminate a 
challenge to a will or revocable trust, but certainly can go a 
long way to reduce contests over rhinestones and provide a 
greater likelihood of peaceful “Southern Nights.”

David P. Browne, P.A.
Board Certified Wills, Trusts & Estates Lawyer
3461 Bonita Bay Blvd.
239.498.1191
David@DPBrowne.com
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OUR SPRING CREEK bald eagles made it back to their 
nest, at least for now. This is despite the risks relating to red 
tide, green slime and the poisoning of fish that our area has 
been experiencing off and on now for about a year and most 
intensely this past summer.
I have to report that bald eagles in general have had a rough 
time in our region.  Last season, out of the six bald eagle 
nests that I follow in and near Bonita Springs, four had 
hatched young birds -- with eight total babies. Two nests 
with adults did lay eggs but they either didn’t hatch or the 
babies died very close to when they hatched.  Of the four 
nests that hatched a total of eight babies, there was a 75% 
death rate … more than double what I would expect in this 
region.  
Our Spring Creek eagles hatched at least two but only 
one lived.  The same thing happened in Pelican Landing.  
Most unnerving was that several young eagles died at ages 
of at least a month old, the inference being that they lived 
beyond the very young fragile stage but then ate foods that 
killed them.
As a member of the Eagle Nature Foundation, I share 
their concerns about findings that across the “lower 48” 
United States, fewer young eagles are making it “into 
flight.”  Suspicions are that modern fertilizers and pesticides 

Our Fragile “Neighborhood” Bald Eagles

might be a factor, leaving aside the “red tide effect.”  
Unquestionably, however, the poisoning of much of the 
fish/aquatic population in our own region due to red tide is 
suspected to be a factor, especially since the 2017-18 season 
experienced much higher eagle death rates than the 2016-17 
season.
All of this said, the Spring Creek eagles do look quite well at 
the moment.  Hopefully, they will stay that way.

Give the gift 
of travel
Memories 

to last a lifetime!
Here’s our gift
 suggestions…

Chelsea 
Flower show                    

London  May 17-26 2019                   
Escorted by Pat Hazen                        

Gardens in and 
out of London 

Call for details!                                  

American 
Queen 

Steamboat
March 31-April 8, 2019
New Orleans-Memphis

Special rates and inclusions.
Call Linda for details.

Please vote for us in the  
“Best of Bonita” 

 Have a wonderful Holiday 
and watch for our upcoming 
cruise nights at Total Wine!

Gift Certificates in any 
denomination are available.

Pat Hazen, CTC
Pelican Landing Travel

24830 S. Tamiami Trail #1800, 
Bonita Springs, FL  34134

239-948-1000 
or 888-553-8687

The Classics Country Club at Lely ResortFebruary 11-172019

Enjoy a once-in-a-lifetime experience

The Chubb Classic

By Jim Unland, Wild Pines



25

Now taking contracts for Omega at Bonita Bay.

PERMIT US TO SUGGEST 
you put this on your wish list.

Florida Locations: Bonita Springs/Estero, Cape Coral, Captiva Island, Fort Myers, Naples/Marco Island, Ocala and Sanibel Island
North Carolina Locations: Cashiers/Lake Glenville, Highlands and Sapphire Valley/Lake Toxaway

239.208.5227  |  BonitaBayHighRise.com

O M E G A
BONITA BAY
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We Have a Magical Setting 
for Any Celebration!

Book Our Banquet Room Today!

Owner Francis J. Cuomo invites you to discover the 
sophisticated style of DeRomo’s Banquet Room. For 
your next special occasion, you want perfection. The 
ambiance, music and menu make all the difference 
in the experience you create. Our experienced event 
specialists and full-service catering team know how 
to amaze guests and can help you with absolutely 
every detail. Let us offer you our creative input to 
help make your celebration one you and your guests 
will never forget.

26795 South Bay Drive, Suite 170, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134

DeRomos.com | 239.325.3583 ext.4DeRomos.com | 239.325.3583 ext.4

RSDR 29164 Bay Watch News November.indd   1 10/8/18   10:12 AM
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THE 2018 BBC ANNUAL MEETING was held at 4 pm in 
the Club Ballroom. Peter Jones, Board President, presided. 
Board members Nate Peck, Dave Shellenbarger, Peter 
Janson and Paul Nussbaum were also in attendance, as was 
Dan Miles, Club General Manager and COO.

A quorum was established and the minutes of the previous 
meeting were approved.

Jones introduced a new promotional video about the Club 
which is available for viewing on the Club website. The 
video features the Club’s new and improved amenities. In 
his remarks, Jones said a Board priority has been to 
restore harmony among the membership following last 
year’s discord with a group of disaffected members. Those 
members formed a committee called “Members for Fair 
Representation” hoping to influence the Board to make 
changes to the Club Bylaws, and submitted three candidates 
of their choosing to run for the Board in 2017. The Club 
Nominating Committee selected five candidates, for a total 
of eight people running for three vacant seats. Following 
the election of 2017, five members of the outside committee 
were selected to serve on Club committees.

Jones said other initiatives to reach out to the membership 
included better communications, and a survey to determine 
what the membership liked and did not like about the Club 
with respect to amenities, operations, personnel, cost and 
the physical plant. Group discussions will be held January 
11 and 16, to obtain more input from members on future 
Club plans.

Jones reviewed progress over the past year with new and 
improved facilities coming on line. Pickleball came to the 
BBC in February with five lighted courts. The new Sports 
Center opened in March with a new restaurant, tennis 
shop and pool. The long-awaited washroom on Marsh 14 
was put into operation, and an ad hoc Lakes and Wetlands 
Committee was formed to assist in the oversight of water 
source management. Completion of the total Sport Center 
Complex, with a regulation croquet court, restroom facilities 
serving the complex, added parking and golf practice areas, 
is expected to be complete just after the first of the year. 

Jones said the damage from Hurricane Irma was substantial 
and the Club continues to recover some areas it was unable 
to work on while the major effort was placed on golf course 
and building repairs. He said the Club has received $5.9 
million in funds for the recovery effort; $2.5 came from 
the membership through an assessment, and the balance 
from the club’s insurance company. He said there was a 

still unspecified claim pending with the insurance company, 
from which he feels the Club will receive “several million.”

Jones called last year’s new membership effort 
“disappointing,” but the Board sees improvement so far this 
year. Keeping the categories of membership full is the main 
goal, he emphasized.

Jones made a special request to encourage the membership 
to serve on Board committees.

Vice President and Treasurer Paul Nussbaum’s financial 
report showed the Club to be on budget, with excess cash 
on hand before depreciation of $2.6 million, and long-term 
debt of $5.9 million.

Looking to fiscal 2019, Nussbaum said labor costs continue 
to rise, owing primarily to large increases in employee 
medical insurance costs. He said next fiscal year should see 
revenues of $30.2 million and expenses of $30.3 million. 
Initiation fees are expected to come in at about $2.9 million.

Dave Shellenbarger, one of the outgoing directors, 
coordinated the vote tally for the new directors elected for 
terms commencing 2019. They are: Jim Dauwalter, Michael 
Liesmann and Paul Muehr.

About 62% of the Club membership voted on the proposed 
amended bylaws, which passed by 92.5% of those voting.

The new Board meets November 19 to elect officers and 
committee chairs. They meet again in a two-day executive 
session in early December.

After the meeting was adjourned, a presentation on financial 
trends experienced currently by a peer group of Florida 
country clubs, verses Bonita Bay Club, was shown. According 
to moderator Phillip Newman, the BBC generally stands at 
or near the top of all clubs included in the presentation. 

A short Q & A from the membership was undertaken at the 
end of the meeting. 

Bonita Bay Club Annual Meeting
By Roger Rittinger, EstanciaNOVEMBER 14, 2018

Jim Dauwalter Michael Liesmann Paul Muehr
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Trust Your Eyes 
to Eye Consultants

Exclusively Focused on Cataract Care, Lens Implant Surgery, and LASIK

239.494.5533  |  BonitaEye.com

2018 | 17 | 16 | 15 | 14 | 13 

BEST CATARACT SURGEON
BEST LASIK SURGEON
BEST EYE SURGEON

Bonita Bay Uncorked
By Lana Novak, Estancia

AFTER SPENDING THREE MONTHS traveling in 
Europe taking in the history, culture, people, food and wine 
trends, it’s nice to be back in Bonita Bay. 

My husband and I survived living in a 500 sq. ft studio flat 
in Paris for a month without divorcing or killing each other. 
We rated every bakery in the neighborhood by sampling 
everything they made and gained only minimal weight 
from the obsessive eating and drinking. (I swear French 
food is lower in sugar than our American fare or was it the 
miles of walking?) And we sort of mastered the European 
art of eating everything with a knife and fork. I do mean 
everything—hamburgers, pizza, even ribs. Most of all we 
enjoyed the friendly, welcoming Europeans who seem to 
speak much more English since the formation of the EU.

Now that we are home, friends have been asking, “So, 
what’s hot in the wine world today?” 

Well, the French are still uncorking the fizz! On a typical 
bistro menu, there are more good sparkling wines and 
Champagnes under $8 a glass than I see here in a dozen 
restaurants combined. Granted it was a very hot summer all 
over Europe, and nothing cools better than a chilled glass 
of bubbles, but the French love affair with Champagne is 
evident at almost every table. 

The Aperol Spritz cocktail has taken Germany, France, 
Belgium and Portugal by storm. It is “the” before dinner 
cocktail at every fancy restaurant, outdoor bistro, dinner 
or hipster party. Aperol is a low alcohol (only 11%) neon-
colored orange liqueur from Italy which has a slightly bitter 
sweet herbal taste and velvety texture.  It is served over ice 
in a big wine glass, mixed with Prosecco DOC, club soda 
and an orange slice garnish, giving it a vibrant festive 
color. Kind of a party in a glass! It is so popular 
that stores are even promoting it in all-
inclusive ingredient kits.

Has rosé jumped the shark? No!  
In France and Italy sales have 
skyrocketed this summer. Light 
catching glasses of various 
shades of pink are ubiquitous 
in restaurants and wine bars 
everywhere. The latest de 
rigueur for the ultra-chic 
is a magnum (or bigger) of 
rosé. Sales of large format 

rosé bottles from Provence have quintupled in the last 
few years. It makes sense to me. Rosé is fun in a bottle - 
the bigger the bottle, the more fun! I have heard rumors 
of parties in the Côte d’Azure with piscine de rosé, which 
basically means a swimming pool of rosé. These bigger 
bottles are starting to appear in better wine shops here in 
Florida. Seek them out!

In the red wine category, the rage in Paris is wines from 
Beaujolais and the Rhone Valley. Wine lists are awash with 
numerous selections of Gamay, Grenache, Cabernet Franc 
and Syrah. The bottles are well priced, as are the numerous 
by-the-glass offerings for just a few Euros. Parisians feel 
that these wines pair best with typical French food. When 
in the countryside, Burgundy is a little more popular as it 

complements the more rustic cuisine. 

Surprisingly,  except for some legacy 
restaurants, there is only a small 
selection of Bordeaux. The few 

expensive purchases of Cabernet 
Sauvignon are always made by Asian 

or English-speaking tourists. Wine shops 
carry some lesser known but well priced 
Bordeaux, along with the occasional first 
growths. Other sommeliers I talked to 
seemed to agree with my assessment. 
To be fair, we did not spend time in 
Bordeaux, but it still does not account 
for the poor Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Merlot representation in the 
rest of France. What is so popular 
in the US is sadly not a big hit in 
Europe!

Now to dessert! Port wine 
is growing in popularity and 

unfortunately price. There are no 
bargains in the charming town of 

Oporto, Portugal. The numerous old 
port houses clustered on the bank of 

the Douro River charge the same price 
for bottles as stores here, although there 

are a few producers not often seen here. 
My husband is thrilled that I wasn’t trying to 

smuggle port bottles through customs. Usually he 
just pretends he doesn’t know me. 

Wishing you and yours a Happy Holiday. Cheers!
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LUXURY IS ABOUT LIFESTYLE, NOT PRICE. 

IT’S ABOUT AN EXPERIENCE, AND WHEN 

IT COMES TO REAL ESTATE,

EXPERIENCE MATTERS.

Cathy.McCormick@PremierSIR.com

JIM&CATHY
McCORMICK, PA

FEATURED LISTING ~ BAY WOODS

The final luxury
high-rise tower to be 

built in Bonita Bay. 

Call us today for the most up-
to-date information on all of  
Bonita Bay’s luxury towers. 

All inquiries 
strictly confidential.

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property information herein is derived from 
various sources including, but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate and neither suggests nor infers that Sotheby’s International Realty participated as either the 
listing or cooperating agent or broker in the sale or purchase of the properties depicted.

WE ARE IN THE BUSINESS OF
EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS.
Since 1995, we have specialized in 

the marketing and sale of Bonita Bay 

properties, and our success is a direct 

result of your confidence and loyalty. 

With pride, we continue to serve you and 

your real estate needs one customer at 

a time. No one is more important.

CATHY & JIM MCCORMICK, PA, REALTORS®
 Cathy’s Cell | 239.850.4278

Jim’s Cell | 239.850.3884 
CathyMcCormick.com

Cathy.McCormick@PremierSIR.com

26210 Woodlyn Drive
Offered at $2,137,500

4521 Riverwatch Drive 202
Offered at $364,900

NEW PRICE

27140 Lost Lake Lane
Offered at $695,000

CLOSED

Azure 1701
Offered at $2,439,000

CLOSED
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Sales Center Open Daily
26951 Country Club Drive, Bonita Springs

239.301.4940

SeaglassAtBonitaBay.com 

LUXURY COASTAL CONTEMPORARY  
TOWER RESIDENCES  

FROM JUST OVER $1.2M

Where To Stay

A new view 
to call home

Perfecting 
Development

Right here in Bonita Bay, Seaglass has arrived with views that will 

leave you speechless. Architecturally finished in coastal 

contemporary style, each residence in this 27-story marvel boasts 

gourmet kitchens and open-concept living spaces—all waiting for 

your personal touch. And with the tower’s resort-style amenities, 

including spa, pool, fitness center and more, every day will feel like 

MODEL TOURS BY APPOINTMENT 

MOVE IN TODAY

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS MAKE REFERENCE TO THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN AND THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY 
WSECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. Community features, amenities and pricing are approximate and subject to change without notice. The information and materials displayed on materials provided to you are solely intended to provide general 
information about proposed plans of WSR-Bonita Bay, LLC. These proposed plans are conceptual in nature and are subject to change or cancellation (in whole or in part) at any time without notice. Land uses, public and private facilities, improvements, and plans described or depicted on any materials are conceptual only, subject to 
government approvals and market factors, and subject to change without notice. Nothing in these materials obligates WSR-Bonita Bay, LLC, or any other entity to build any facilities or improvements, and there is no guarantee that any illustrated or described proposed future development will be implemented. Neither the information and 
materials provided to you, nor any communication made or given in connection with and of the foregoing may be deemed to constitute any representation or warranty or may otherwise be relied upon by any person or entity for any reason whatsoever. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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GREETINGS, BONITA SPRINGS residents 
and seasonal friends. A great deal has been going 
on in our community and I would like to take this 
opportunity to share recent city happenings with 
you.

Much of what has been accomplished surrounds 
improved storm water management. This has 
become a priority for us in the wake of Irma and 
we continue to make progress developing strategies 
and establishing funding for improvements.

In early June, the Lee County Local Mitigation 
Strategy Committee voted to approve the Logan Boulevard 
Regional Floodway/Drainage Project and the Pine Lake 
Preserve-Water Retention /Flood Improvement Projects for Tier 
One funding.  This means these projects have been deemed 
important enough to be funded within this current funding cycle. 
The combined estimated cost for the two projects is $3.3M. In 
late June, the City Council authorized match funding of $825K 
necessary to secure the $2.475M FEMA grant.

The Local Mitigation Committee has found the Spring Creek/
Bonita Springs Golf Course Flood Improvement project just 
as important; however resources are not available this cycle. 
This project is the first Tier Two-ranked project to be funded 
next cycle. 

A contract has been signed with EarthBalance to clean Leitner 
Creek. The total cost of this project is $145,994; 75% is being 
funded by city-sourced grants and 25% is funded by the city.

The City Council adopted a revised Flood Hazard Reduction 
ordinance with intent to improve storm water management. 
Some minor changes were made and most importantly, 
a Board of Adjustment and Appeals was added. Due to 
the City’s commitment and participation in the National 
Flood Insurance Program and Community Rating Systems, 
residents can save money on flood insurance premiums, 
federally backed loans and eligibility for Federal disaster relief 
assistance. 

Officials from South Florida Water Management District, and 
Lee and Collier Counties have joined us in looking at options 
for better storm water management.  A public workshop is in 
the planning phase to discuss ways to shorten the duration of 
flooding in Bonita Springs. 

Environmental protection continues to be an uppermost 
concern.  In late spring, a letter was written to Congressman 
Rooney in support of H.R. 4770 to extend permanently the 
moratorium on off-shore drilling in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico.

After Governor Rick Scott’s executive order in August in 
response to Red Tide and Lake Okeechobee Discharge, the 
City Council declared a state of local emergency. We have 
passed further extensions in 7-day increments. 

The new Bonita Springs library is moving along. 
It is set to open in the summer 2019. Built on two 
acres between Reynolds and Childers Streets, it 
includes public meeting spaces, balconies with 
reading areas and about 50 public computers.

The new Bonita Springs High School is open. In 
mid-August 1400 students entered a brand new 
state-of-the-art school offering great security and 
programs designed to help students reach their 
highest personal potential. Aerospace, medical 
and HVAC certification and licensing programs 

as well as extensive sports programs are available. 

We continue to review zoning regulations and proposing 
amendments where warranted, to allow progress while 
protecting the city and the public interest. An amendment 
to Land Development Code 4 Part III requires developers 
to conduct outreach meetings with residents affected by 
contemplated projects. This applies to development orders 
and planned developments.   

Mixed use and Form Based Code development are being 
looked at via workshops and public meetings for downtown 
development. The Bamboo and Levin lot properties located 
at 27333 Old 41 Rd. are accessible and being considered for 
development.

The City of Bonita Springs entered into an agreement with 
Seminole Gulf Railroad permitting the City use of a railroad 
right-of-way for roadway crossings within the city.  The city 
is responsible for the maintenance and improvement of the 
rail crossings.  Furthermore, the Seminole Gulf Railway L.P. 
is responsible for the design and construction of crossing 
improvements. Railroad improvements have been completed.

A City Charter Committee for the 2020 Election Cycle has 
been established to make recommendations. 

An agreement has been reached with the Pelican Landing 
Community Association to grant the City dock space for 
a vessel to enter during the inspection of the Spring Creek 
Dredging Project. 

At the ballot box during the primary election in August, a 
resounding 87% of Bonita Springs voters favored eliminating 
the term limits loop hole in the City Charter. Previously, city 
officials could serve eight years in office, sit out for two years 
and then serve for an additional eight years – this loophole 
has been eliminated.  REAL TERM LIMITS have been 
approved in Bonita Springs.

For more information, please visit the city website at www.
cityofbonitasprings.org. Residents can visit this webpage: 
http://www.cityofbonitasprings.org/for-residents/email-subscribe/ 
to subscribe to receive email notification of City news. 

From the Mayor’s Desk By Mayor Peter Simmons, Riverwalk
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AND SO IT STARTS - another winter season in “Camp 
Bonita”.  It is hard for me to come to grips with the fact that 
we have now lived here as residents for over 20 years.  Is 
there a better place to be?  I think not.  We are all fortunate 
to be able to enjoy the weather and the lifestyle that Bonita 
Bay affords.

The numbers are in, and total closed sales in Bonita Bay 
for the 12 months ending in October 2018 were about 8% 
higher than the same period in 2017, proving the attraction 
of our area and resilience of Southwest Florida to the damage 
done 15 months ago by Hurricane Irma.  Inventory levels 
in most segments are relatively low, although high rise units 
are in oversupply because of the recent building boom in 
that segment.

On a macro basis, U.S. financial markets continue to be 
healthy, giving more people the ability to realize their dream 
of owning a home in a warm winter climate.  There are 
about 10,000 baby boomers reaching retirement age every 
day.  Interest rates have begun to rise, but from historical 
lows, so they are unlikely to affect home purchases in Bonita 
Bay and other high-end gated communities, especially since 
well over half of home purchases in these communities are 
made for cash.

Based on sales recorded in the MLS system, the total number 

of homes sold in the past 12 months was 190, up about 8% 
over the prior year.  The average sold during the three-year 
period preceding 2018 was 186, about the same as the past 
12 months.  Based on a total of 163 homes currently on the 
market, including 33 unsold units in Seaglass not currently 
shown in MLS and adjusting for Seaglass sales not yet 
recorded in MLS, there is about a 10-month overall supply 
of homes for sale in Bonita Bay.  Generally a 6-month supply 
or greater is considered to be a buyer’s market.

However, the data varies by segment, or type of housing.  
The number of months of inventory by segment is as follows:

   
Home Type Months Average
 Inventory Days On
  Market

Single Family Homes 6 208

Villa Style 9 111

Low and Mid Rise Condo 5 178

High Rise Condo 16 288

Clearly the number of months' supply in high rises would 
indicate a likelihood that we will experience a buyers’ market 
in that segment for at least the next one to two years, while 
single family, villa and other condominiums are currently 
more or less in balance.

A closer look at individual properties in each housing type 
reveals a very wide disparity in the number of days on 
market.  While ultimately proper pricing and marketing 
are key to selling, the age and condition of the individual 
homes is a more important factor with each year that 
passes.  It has been our experience that well maintained 
and updated homes in Bonita Bay -- when properly priced 
and presented to buyers -- will generally sell within the first 
30 to 60 days.

As always, we encourage owners to update and improve 
their properties.  Bonita Bay, with its lifestyle and amenities 
will continue to attract buyers, and maintain its status as the 
best community in Southwest Florida.

Max Lummis
The Lummis Team
Royal Shell Real Estate

Property Values
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Rotary International
Every Wednesday at 7:00 a.m.
Bonita Bay Club
Join Rotary and enhance your life! Do you want to be engaged in 
initiatives that improve lives? Network with people who are making 
a difference? Be involved in fun, enjoyable and satisfying activities? 
Call today for membership information.
239-628-8800 www.bonitaspringsrotary.org

Bonita Bay Farmer’s Market
December 5 and 19, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Estero Bay Park
For a second year, the Farmer’s Market returns with seasonal fresh 
produce locally sourced from surrounding farms, allowing residents 
to shop mid-week in their own community. Gather local favorites 
for weekly meals!

Bonita Springs Christmas Boat Parade
December 8, 6:00 p.m.
The parade starts and ends at The Fish House Restaurant on Bonita 
Beach Road. The US 41 bridge in Bonita Springs, over the Imperial 
River, is an excellent vantage point. Parking is limited. Park at 
neighboring plazas and walk to the venue.

Bonita Bay Club Women’s Alliance Cooking Demonstration
December 12, 11:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Bonita Bay Club Fireside Room
Please join us for a cooking demonstration with Chef Richard Brumm 
followed by a tasting of the foods prepared. 
Call Bonita Bay Club Concierge for reservations: 239-495-0200.

Jane Lynch’s “A Swingin’ Little Christmas”
December 13, 5:00 p.m.
$43-$65
Southwest Florida Event Center
Jane Lynch, best known for her role as Sue Sylvester in the musical 
television series Glee, is an Emmy and Golden Globe winner with a 
holiday album “A Swingin’ Little Christmas.” See her perform songs 
from her album at the Southwest Florida Event Center. Venue opens 
at 5 p.m. for cocktails and dinner. Show begins at 7 p.m. 239-245-9910

Bonita Springs Historical Society Speaker Series – The 
Gulf: The Making of an American Sea with Jack E. Davis
December 13, 7:00 p.m.
Free for members and students, all others $5
Bonita Springs Lions Club, 10346 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
West of Old 41 Road
Jack E. Davis presents the history of the Gulf of Mexico from the 
Calusa and conquistadors to tarpon sportfishing. He offers an 
inspiring – and sobering – view of the Gulf.
For more information, please call: 239-992-6997.

2nd Annual Holiday Cookie Exchange
December 19, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Bonita Bay Community Activities Center
To participate in the Bonita Bay cookie exchange, please bring four 
dozen of your favorite home-made holiday cookies, bars or candy 
to exchange. Bakers are encouraged to provide a few extras for the 
“sample table” to enjoy alongside a cup of cheer!
Complimentary, reservations required 239-390-5550
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4801 Island Pond Ct 602 ~ $795,000
Bayview ~ Bonita Bay

3440 Thornbury Lane ~ $750,000                       
Cranbrook ~ Bonita Bay

Carol Wood
239-822-3709 
CWood@JohnRWood.com 
www.HomesSWFL.com

Billie J. Jans
239-980-0522 
BJans@JohnRWood.com 
www.BilleJans.com

Claire McMahon
239-405-2794 
CMcMahon@JohnRWood.com 
www.HomesSWFL.com

Bring Your Highest Expectations™

CAROL WOOD AND CLAIRE MCMAHON TEAM
Your Trusted Name In Real Estate

Carol Wood and Claire McMahon Team
Bonita Bay Residents and Club Members

Carol Wood and Claire McMahon Team
Selections from our Portfolio

26910 Wedgewood Dr 401 ~ $365,000
Wedgewood  ~ Bonita Bay

4573 Shell Ridge Ct. ~ $675,000
Bay Harbor ~ Bonita Bay

26280 Mira Way ~ $1,195,000
Mira Lago ~ Bonita Bay

4751 Bonita Bay Blvd 1902 ~ $959,000
Vistas ~ Bonita Bay

4130 Bayhead Drive 102 ~ $279,000 
Greenbriar ~ Bonita Bay

26340 Woodlyn Drive ~ $2,050,000
Bay Woods ~ Bonita Bay

27820 Riverwalk Way ~ $2,200,000
Riverwalk ~ Bonita Bay

26880 Wedgewood Dr 302 ~ $324,900
Enclave~ Bonita Bay

27090 Enclave Drive ~ $574,500
Enclave ~ Bonita Bay

3240 Montara Drive ~ $675,000
Montara ~ Bonita Bay

Call us today 
for up to date information 

on the newest luxury 
towers at Bonita Bay.

Information found in regards to Omega at Bonita Bay and Seaglass at Bonita Bay may have been taken in part or whole from Ronto Realty.

Omega will be the newest and final luxury 
high-rise tower in Bonita Bay with impressive 
views of the Gulf of Mexico and Estero Bay.

Seaglass is a new  Bonita Bay luxury 
high-rise tower nearing completion 

and has models available for viewing.
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239.591.3837
799 Walkerbilt Road, Naples, Florida 34110

BayHouseNaples.com

Bloody Mary Pitchers & Endless Mimosas
Sunday Brunch on the River 10:30am-2pm

The Claw Bar Daily 4pm
The Dining Room Daily 5pm

RESERVATIONS:
239 390 4295

BEST
SUNDAY
BRUNCH
IN SWFL
SEAFOOD BUFFET
ENTREE
CHAMPAGNE
LIVE JAZZ

SEAFOOD | BRUNCH | LIVE JAZZSEAFOOD | BRUNCH | LIVE JAZZ

HYATT REGENCY COCONUT POINT
5001 COCONUT RD. BONITA SPRINGS 
HYATT REGENCY COCONUT POINT

5001 COCONUT RD. BONITA SPRINGS 

Dining Around Town
BONITA SPRINGS
A Table Apart  221-8540 
Angelina’s Ristorante 390-3187
Backwater Jacks 992-3030
Bay House Restaurant 591-3837
Big Hickory Seafood Grille and Marina 992-0991
Bonefish Grill 390-9208
British Open Pub 949-0302
Carrabba’s Italian Grill 949-0981
Chop’s City Grill 992-4677
Cirella’s Restaurant 948-3885
Coconut Jack’s Waterfront Grille 676-7777
DeRomo’s Gourmet Market 
  and Restaurant 325-3583
Doc’s Beach House Restaurant 992-6444
Doug’s Seafood 992-1902
Dolly’s Produce Patch & Eatery 992-8939
Ristorante Enrico 949-2204
Figs Grille 390-1700
Fish House Restaurant 495-5770
Iguana Mia 949-1999
Komoon Thai Sushi Ceviche 948 4663
La Fontanella 498-6808
Manhattan Steakhouse 676-8687
Mel’s Diner 949-3080
Molino's 992-7025
Old 41 Restaurant 948-4190
Pincher’s Crab Shack 948-1313
Rodes Fresh-n-Fancy 992-4040
Roy’s of Bonita Springs 498-7697
Royal Scoop 992-2000✶

✶

✶

✶

✶

✶

Open 5pm-9pm
Reservations

(239) 221-8540
www.atableapart.com
4295 Bonita Beach Road
Bonita Springs, Fl 34134

Early Dining Specials
Gift Certificates Available

26841 South Bay Drive, Suite 159
Bonita Springs, FL 34134

239-992-7025 • Fax 239-992-6269
MolinosNaples.com
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Seasons 52 594-8852
Skillets 992-9333
Survey Café 992-2233
Sushi Thai Too 992-5600
Sweet Melissa’s  330-4559
Tanglewood  444-1234
The Other Side Bistro 992-7433
Wylds Café 947-0408

ESTERO
California Pizza Kitchen 498-7667
Ruth’s Chris Steak House 948-8888
Tarpon Bay at the Hyatt 390-4295
Yogurt Mountain  495-8582
 
FORT MYERS BEACH
Flipper's on the Bay 765-1040

NAPLES
Baleen’s at La Playa 598-5707
Bay House Restaurant 591-3837
Bravo Cucina Italiana 514-0042
Charlie Chiang’s 593-6688
Cote D’Azur 597-8867
Deep Lagoon Seafood 631-6266
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse  598-2424
Inca’s Kitchen 352-3200
Komoon Thai Sushi Ceviche 596-9991
Salsa Brava Mexican Grill 254-0222
The Capital Grille 254-0640
Turtle Club Restaurant 592-6557
USS Nemo’s 261-6366
Watermark Grille 596-1400

✶

✶

✶

✶

USDA Prime        Dry-Aged Steak

239.676.8687
24940 S. Tamiami Trail #103 Bonita Springs, FL 34134

www.M1Steakhouse.com   Fax 239.676.8689

Dining Around Town

BY BOAT:  Big Carlos Pass / Ch. Marker 4 
 Lat: 26.406.255  Long : 81.876.262

BY CAR:  8771 Estero Boulevard  
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931 

(239) 765-1025 • www.FlippersOTB.com

   OPEN DAILY 7:30 AM - 10:00 PM
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Creative Cuisine. Captivating Views. 
Escape to Flippers for breakfast, lunch and dinner and

watch the dolphins and manatees play in the back bay 
waters as you enjoy the cuisine of Chef Juan Cruz.  
The al fresco restaurant provides a perfectly natural 
setting to enjoy Southwest Florida at its best.

Located at 
Lovers Key Resort

HYATT REGENCY
COCONUT POINT RESORT

5001 COCONUT ROAD, BONITA SPRINGS
SUNDAYS 5:30PM - 10:00PM 
10oz. $20  14oz. $24  16oz. $28

PRIME RIB DINNER
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ONE OF THE JOYS of participating in the Bonita Bay Garden 
Club is learning about the different paths members have taken over 
the course of their lives or maybe even in just the last year. The 
Garden Club has about 50 members, a mix of seasonal residents 
with condos and only a lanai to indulge horticultural passions … to 
those who live year-round in homes with full gardens. They share 
interests in gardening, flower arranging, learning about Florida 
species and preserving and enhancing the surrounding community. 
Community projects have included supporting the creation of 
Bonita Bay’s butterfly garden in Estero Bay Park to funding special 
projects at the Everglades Wonder Gardens. 
Each member has a unique horticultural journey. Take Pam 
Ytterberg, for instance. At a point when most people are 
seeking to simplify their lives, this Woodlake resident has put 
herself onto a path that challenges her basic sensibilities. As 
the burden of home ownership becomes increasingly onerous, 
many Woodlake owners make the move to condominiums or 
retirement communities and sell their houses to developers as 
tear-downs. Not Pam, however! “This is my house. I’m going to 
enjoy every last licking minute of it!”
But oh, the path she’s taking! Not only is she doubling down with a 
revamp of her exterior and lanai landscaping, she has purposefully 
partnered with a designer who has taken her far outside of her 
comfort zone. Where Pam prefers traditional styles and color 
combinations and describes herself as a “staid Northerner,” she 
specifically chose a landscape designer whose exuberant approach 
could be described as English garden with tropical plants. Pam 
puts the challenge in a nutshell: “Here are 13 bright blue ceramic 
containers for her to deal with. It’s been a stretch for both of us.” 

The process hasn’t been easy. 
While Pam was ready for a change, 
finding the plants and combinations 
that would create an exciting 
tropical paradise as well as provide 
a welcoming and pleasing setting 
for entertaining and relaxation 
has not been simple. She admits 
the departure partly indulges her 
admitted “second childhood” and 
partly finds a new way for her 
to reflect her innate approach to 
design. 
Designer Sandy Osceola has had 
parallel challenges. Osceola began 
her career working part-time 
assisting an arborist, who passed 
on her clients when she relocated. 
That was 26 years ago, and since 
then she has designed and installed 
lush garden settings for sites as 
varied as Angelina’s Ristorante to 
numerous single-family homes, and 
is a confident and accomplished 
practitioner. Most projects are 
installed in a matter of days and 

reflect her sensibilities. For this project, she finds that her role is 
primarily that of a partner, assisting Pam in redesigning her garden 
and lanai. The project has included visiting garden centers together 
and occasionally rearranging installations from the week before. 
The Bonita Bay Garden Club has had several special opportunities 
to view the project as it progressed. Pam hosted a garden tour stop 
in 2016 — a true “before” viewing — and many visits since then. 
At last April’s annual tea, the Garden Club enjoyed the newly 
executed exterior changes as they shared a sumptuous tea. Then in 
November, at the first meeting of the new season, members viewed 
the completed project - although as any gardener knows, the notion 
that a garden is ever truly “completed” is a bit of a myth. Gardening 
is always a work in progress.  
Pam is delighted with the final project. Her goal was to get away 
from her practical, low-maintenance gardens which were simplistic, 
and as she describes them, “nice but not special.” She now enjoys 
her daily excursions into her colorful and exciting gardens. She 
says, “I like flowers and fluff! I now have colorful bougainvillea 
and a tremendous amount of maintenance, which I love to do. I 
wanted the pleasure of being outside daily, clippers in hand … and 
how I have it!”
The Garden Club meets once a month in season, in a variety of 
setting s— local lectures, day trips, presentations and demonstrations. 
Sometimes members provide the program and at other times 
outside speakers are brought in. This year’s programs range from a 
presentation on snowbird gardening at Driftwood Garden Center to 
an all-day tour of some of Lee County’s urban farms. On February 
20, noted author Marta McDowell will speak on the Gardens of 
the White House at a book signing and fundraiser benefiting the 
Everglades Wonder Gardens. Most meetings are no charge to 
members, with a small guest fee for non-members. Membership is 
$25 per household. Those interested in being on the Garden Club’s 
mailing list and receiving details of upcoming events should email 
Thea Stover at BonitaBayGardenClub@yahoo.com.

Garden Club By Mary Huigens, Sandpiper
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HOW DID IT GET TO BE FALL SO FAST? 

The sun sets too early; the morning rises too chilly — at least for some of us.

But for many of our friends and neighbors, the North’s getting nippy and 
so it’s the perfect time to settle back into life in Southwest Florida. 

If that’s you, you’ll want to catch up, of course. We’ve been busy down 
here. 

This is what you missed this summer. 

1. Our Uncomfortably Colorful Waterways 
Frankly, the summer stunk. 

I mean that literally. And dangerously. 

Red tide proliferated on our beaches and created a toxic stew for ocean 
life. Yes, it’s a natural occurrence, say the experts. But as RaeAnn Wessel 
of the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation told me, “Ebola is a 
natural occurrence, but that doesn’t mean we want an outbreak.” 

What was different this year was the magnitude of red tide — and its 
drastic byproducts. Millions of pounds of fish, sea turtles, endangered 
manatees and dolphins were found dead on local beaches. Gases from 
the tide and decay damaged eyes and throats, forcing Beach Club staff to 
wear masks or frequently close the beach entirely. 

At the same time, our region saw an explosion of blue green algae in our 
canals. Imagine a thick layer of neon green paint covering the back bays 
where your family boats or kayaks. And yes, it also stunk, with its own toxic 
gas that caused breathing problems for people living nearby. Thankfully, 

most Bonita Bay backwaters and streams have stayed algae free — for now. 

Unfortunately, these issues won’t end once the weather cools. And no 
matter whether the midterm elections turned Florida red, blue or even 
purple, there are no simple fixes. 

If water is part of the reason you care about living in Florida, the 
Everglades Foundation is a good place to start learning about the issues 
and proposed solutions (EvergladesFoundation.org). 

2. The Great Tree Takedown 
Perhaps there was a sale at Rural King on chain saws and backhoes, 
because the Club and the Community Association both took down a lot 
of trees while you were gone. 

Some trees were removed because of their age, or because they’d been 
damaged during Irma. Some were taken down for improvement projects or 
drainage issues. Still others were mysteriously here one day, gone the next. 

No matter the reason, if you were a tree lover here in August traveling 
along the Boulevard or Country Club Road, you started to worry that 
Paul Bunyan had moved into Bonita Bay. 

3. Backwater Jacks Builds
Ever go to dinner at Backwaters and think “Hmmm. . . we’re right on the 
water but we’re stuck inside?” 

Well, Cory Bass thought the same thing. 

As the executive chef and general manager, Cory and his team oversaw 
this summer’s expansion of the laid-back marina restaurant, including the 

What You Missed in the Summer of ‘18

Experience
Experience Hospitality.

The Terraces at Bonita Springs   •  Bonita Springs’ Only Continuing Care Retirement Community

a Beautiful Retirement.

To retire beautifully is to experience true 
hospitality, unparalleled service, and 
extraordinary care and security. 

Discover the beauty your retirement can 
hold at The Terraces at Bonita Springs.

C A L L :
239-319-4968

V I S I T :
TheTerracesAtBonitaSprings.com

AL License #12385    COA #08075

26455 S. Tamiami Trail
Bonita Springs, FL 34134
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P
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What You Missed in the Summer of ‘18
addition of an outdoor deck and a facelift for the signage. 

He also continued to build the restaurant’s business, staying open a few 
days a week all summer long, and sending light-hearted daily emails 
telling stories amid the day’s specials. I personally could do without the 
pictures of liver and onions, but I’m glad to see this once-struggling venue 
continue to grow. 

4. Hello High School
Bonita is big time now. We opened our own Bonita Springs High School 
over on Imperial, complete with football team and medical academy. 

Wait—what? 

Yes, our new high school also includes hands-on career training in several 
in-demand professions, with plans to increase those opportunities over time. 

It’s also built for safety, with no lockers (since textbooks are on students’ 
laptops) and the ability to lock down certain sections of the building if needed.

Seven hundred freshmen and sophomores are studying there this year, 
and the school will eventually be home to 1800 students. 

The one thing inquiring minds want to know, though, is how did a 
modern day entity decide on the mascot name of “Bull Shark?” Just say 
it out loud. Now, pretend you’re a school-weary teen or an opponent 
taunting our players at a sporting event. Say it again. 

I’m taking bets on how long it’ll be until we drop the “Bull.”

5. The Healthcare Hub on US 41
While I hope you never need a visit to the emergency room, you’ve 

returned at the right time if you do. 

Both Lee Health and NCH will open their emergency (and other) services 
right here in Bonita Springs before the end of the year. 

The Lee Health Village is a 30-acre campus seated behind the Bonita 
Community Health Center (catty-corner from Dillard’s back door at 
Coconut Mall). Long-term plans call for a hospital tower to be built there, 
too, if it should ever be approved by state regulators. 

NCH, after having its plans to build in Estero rejected, broke ground in 
April for its own ER, right down the street.

Pessimists worry that limited medical talent in our area will be spread too 
thin. Optimists hope that more competition is good. Long-time Florida 
drivers know that since each of these ERs are on opposite sides of the 
street, you’ll probably end up going to the one where you don’t have to 
make a left-hand turn. 

At best, it means emergency services for Bonita residents are now at our 
doorstep, instead of being 30-40 minutes away with seasonal traffic. 

So, that’s a snapshot of what you missed in our neighborhood this summer. 
Now that you’re back, who knows what new stories will emerge? Looking 
forward to seeing what we’ll all do together this year. 

Darcy Eikenberg, PCC, runs Red Cape Revolution, a leadership development company where 
she coaches and consults with high performing individuals & teams all over the world. She’s 
also the host of the new Bonita Business Podcast, featuring stories from right in our own 
backyard. Listen in and learn more at BonitaBusinessPodcast.com. 

By Darcy Eikenberg, Cracker Cove

DuFrane’s
Savvy II

8200 Health Center Boulevard, Suite 103
Bonita Springs, Florida 34135
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Worse Than Sticks and Stones
COMMENTARY

“STICKS AND STONES may break my bones, but words 
will never hurt me.”  

When I was a boy my father taught me that saying, trying 
to bolster me to deal with the normal nastiness that kids on 
playgrounds and in schools routinely throw at one another.  
He wanted to toughen me up, to make me resilient, so that I 
could ignore or dismiss critical or nasty words.  Being able to 
handle unkind and critical words is certainly a valuable skill 
for life.

But my father’s statement is actually quite untrue.  Words can 
indeed hurt us.  Words of sarcasm, rejection, betrayal, name-
calling, shaming and labeling people may be highly offensive 
and deeply injurious to them.  The inner wounds left by the 
careless or cruel words of others can leave scars long after 
bruises and cuts from “sticks and stones” have healed.  The 
consequences of words spoken to us (verbally or in writing) 
can last a very long time.

And the consequences of those dangerous words can also 
rebound to the one who speaks or writes them—returning 
to haunt the sender.  Two FBI agents exchanged texts with 
one another over their government-owned cell phones, and 
those texts have now, years later, destroyed their careers and 
their reputations.  People in the public eye (journalists, talk 
show hosts, politicians, entertainers and athletes) have had 
to apologize for emails or tweets or Facebook postings or 
recorded conversations, sometimes from years earlier that they 
may have forgotten, but that caused them embarrassment and 
reproach.  Words have the potential to inflict great damage on 
sender and recipient alike.

Throughout this past summer and fall, as California has 
suffered through record heat and drought, millions of acres of 
beautiful forests have burned; homes and lives have been lost.  
Many of those disastrous fires have started from something 

small: a bolt of lightning, a careless match, an improperly 
extinguished campfire.  It doesn’t take much.  The Bible 
insightfully warns us of this, calling the human tongue a 
spark that can burn a forest.  When the Book of James in the 
New Testament speaks about the “tongue,” it is not referring 
to that muscle inside the mouth that helps form consonants; 
it’s talking about words (either spoken or written) that have 
power for either good or evil.

A psychologist named Emerson Eggerichs has recently 
published a timely book entitled “Before You Hit Send.”  He 
points out that “Every day we have the potential of both 
verbal and written blunders.  When we don’t pause long 
enough to think before speaking or writing, it commonly 
yields a misunderstanding.”  The book coaches its readers 
how to sharpen their “filters” and learn how to anticipate 
how words (written or spoken) will be received, and what 
their unintended consequences might be.  Almost everyone, 
including me, could use a stronger verbal filter!

When we’re tempted to lash out at someone in personal 
conversation (or on email or Facebook or text message or 
any of the myriad other ways we have to communicate), we 
need to slow down and think.  It might even be helpful to 
wait awhile before addressing something, to let  emotions 
settle.  We need to project ourselves into the place of the other 
person.  Some things simply aren’t worth the risk of saying.  

In a time of tremendous division and tension in our nation, and 
broken personal relationships in families, what a difference it 
would make if all of us were more careful and wise in the way 
we use words.

Dr. Doug Pratt is the Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian Church in 
Bonita Springs.

By Pastor Doug Pratt

Service Providers
Marsha J. Arps

Home & Health Services
25540 Fairway Dunes Ct. 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135

239.348.5371
Catoes1@comcast.net

Experienced home health nurse and companion 
support for short-term recuperation or long-
term caregiver relief. Fully trained and insured 
with Bonita Bay references. Excellent cook and 
responsible caretaker, treating your loved one 
like family.
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THE INSIDE STORY

Something Going on Underfoot....
NO MATTER WHERE YOU LIVE, 
whether new construction or resale, someone 
has most likely invested in hard surface 
flooring in your public areas. Beautiful stone, 
ceramic and wood floors add character 
and style to the decor, and the question 
invariably becomes: “Do we really have to 
cover up these floors?”

The recent push toward more contemporary 
design frequently ends in those beautiful floors being left exposed 
and largely uncovered. But the need to create more defined seating 
areas and a sense of “cozy” is often the impetus towards finding 
the right area rug that not only fulfills the design ramifications but 
provides sound mitigation as well. Some multi-family buildings 
even require 80% of the floor areas to be covered to keep sound 
from disturbing neighbors!

Carpets and area rugs provide color and pattern underfoot but 
are rarely used as the design focus of a room. Few people want 
their guests to walk into a room and have their attention drawn 
downward. Better that the rugs be a complement in style, color, 
scale and pattern to the rest of the room.

Area rugs are available in a myriad of materials and construction. 
Natural fibers such as wool typically last longer and wear better, 
but can be costlier. Because wool contains lanolin, it is easy to 
clean. Seagrass, jute and sisal are casual alternatives with long-term 
cleaning and wearability issues. Silk rugs have a natural luster and 
an affinity to dyes.  In the less expensive range, nylon, acrylic and 
polyester provide softness, pet-proofing and lots of technically 
enhanced qualities.

Construction methods determine the cost and style of rugs. Flat 
woven rugs, such as dhurries, are woven on a loom, have no 
backing and can be reversible. Knotted rugs are made by tying 
pieces of yarn onto the warp fibers of a loom, the most labor-
intensive way to make a rug. Tufted rugs are made by punching 
pieces of yarn through a backing and then cutting them to create a 
smooth pile. Hooked rugs are similar to tufted rugs except the pile 
is left as a loop and not cut. Braided rugs, so common in decades 
past, are made by braiding lengths of fabric.

Additionally, many area rugs today are made from a single piece of 
broadloom, or carpet goods. They can be made by piecing together 
two or more types and colors of broadloom to create a one-of-a-
kind design. The advantage of this approach is that there is greater 
freedom to get the perfect size, shape and color into the room.

In deciding the size and shape of an area rug, it is important to 
consider the layout of the furniture that will be sitting on the rug. 
If the layout or the room itself is a square or rectangle, the rug 
should also be that shape, leaving a border of at least 12-18 inches 
of floor all around. In a perfect world, all the furniture in the room 
or at least the front legs of the furniture, should be wholly on the 

rug. In the dining room the rug should be 
large enough that chairs pushed out from the 
table would still rest on the rug. Bedroom 
rugs should be large enough to extend well 
beyond the sides and foot of the bed.

Area rugs define and give identity to a 
space. Often homeowners have a small 
statement rug that is too small to define a 
space. Try not to place that rug on top of a 

larger rug, creating an edge that can become a safety issue. Use it 
in an entry, hallway or small room by itself.

All area rugs should be protected and enhanced by the use of an 
appropriate rug pad, determined by the type of rug. Rug pads 
protect the rug from abrasion, keeps it from slipping and makes 
the rug feel more luxurious. The rule of thumb is that pads should 
be cut 2 inches smaller all around than the rug being placed upon 
them. At the end of their usefulness, area rugs are easily replaced 
without creating a major project!

Bayview Interiors
3400 Creekview Drive
239-498-5115

By June Muehr, Creekside

A FULL-SERVICE LAW FIRM SINCE 1924

henlaw.com • 239.344.1100   Fort Myers • Bonita Springs • Naples

Our Bonita Springs 
Legal Team

Molly A. 
Maggiano
Real Estate
Condo/HOA

C. Richard 
Mancini
Probate, Trust & 
Guardianship 
Litigation

Business Litigation
Mediation

G. Donald 
Thomson
Real Estate
Mediation
Business Litigation

Christopher 
G. Price
Wills, Trusts &  
Estates
Estate & Trust 
Litigation
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Bridge Lesson  continued from page 19Burton P. Golumbic, DDS 
A very special approach to 

comprehensive, aesthetic, restorative & 
general dentistry 

Following a distinguished 27-year 
career in private practice in the Empire 
State Building, interspersed with teaching at 
Columbia University School of Dentistry, 
Dr. Golumbic, together with his wife 
Lizzie, celebrate their 15th year in 
practice in beautiful Bonita Springs, 
Florida. 

A native of Erie, Pennsylvania, Dr. Golumbic 
graduated with honors from Penn State 
University and Temple University School of 
Dentistry. 

You will find Dr. Golumbic has chosen to 
practice very differently than most dental 
practices. The care and concerns of his patients 
is most important to him. 

By scheduling only one patient at a time and 
performing each step of your dental care 
himself, Dr. Golumbic can give his patients the 
attention needed for good comprehensive care. 

Dr. Golumbic personally coordinates all needed 
visits with specialists so that good understanding 
of your care is established. 

Blending this old-fashioned level of dental care 
with the most advanced and sophisticated 
technology, Dr. Golumbic truly gives his 
patients an extraordinary level of care and 
attention. 

The practice is run as a partnership. Together Dr. and Mrs. 
Golumbic (Lizzie) take the time needed to get to know their 
patients. They listen to their patients' concerns. Their caring 
approach, together with their years of experience and good 
clinical judgments set them apart in their field. 

Burt and Lizzie have met so many lovely residents of Bonita 
Bay. It is so wonderful to have many of them as "our dental 
family of patients." 

3376 Woods Edge Circle, Suite 101• Bonita Springs, FL 34134 
BonitaSpringsSmiles.com 

239.498.9666 

An authoritative account of the creation of Bonita Bay, a 
nature centered community of over 3,300 homes, five golf 
courses, a marina, and miles of nature and exercise trails!

Available at 

Bonita Bay Club Reception Desk
Lifestyle Center Reception Desk

Community Association Activities Center
Amazon Online Store

Price:  $20
Checks Payable to Preserve Bonita Bay, Inc.

More info – email dave.shellenbarger@gmail.com
All proceeds to nonprofit to benefit Bonita Bay!

Answers:
(1) Queen is led from South, play the 3.  South probably 

has the Jack.
(2) Queen is led from South, cover with King. If partner 

has 10, you get a trick.
(3) If South leads Queen from hand, cover with the 

King. If a low card is lead, play the 4. Just as Aces 
are suppose to capture Kings, you want to capture 
something of value with your King.  Also, your 
partner may have the Ace or Queen.

(4) South plays 5 from his hand. If it is early in the play of 
the hand, play the 3 in tempo. However, if late in the 
play and you think you could lose your King, take it. 
Some of these decisions come down to having an idea 
of the holdings of the declarer and your partner.

(5) South plays 4 to the board.  Split your honors.
(6) South plays the 6. Play the 3 unless taking the Ace will 

set the contract and you are afraid you might lose it.
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28441 S Tamiami Trail, Unit 102, Bonita Springs, FL 34134
Tel: (239) 301-2968 - Email: 2ndchancebonita@gmail.com

www.2ndchancebonita.com

OWNED AND OPERATED BY BONITA BAY RESIDENTS

Across street from new Bonita Boat Center and in back of building. 
Some of the Neatest Places are on the Back Streets.

• Furniture
• Home Décor Accents
• Artwork
• Collectables
• Antiques 
& much more. 

Daily discounts on 
select items. 
Find tags with the 
“Happy Star” and 
draw for discounts 
from 10 to 60%.

“70-Year-Old Woman Smashes World Record 
with a Ludicrously Fast Marathon Time”

The above headline, from the UK’s 
Metro News, is referring to Jeannie K. 
Rice of Bonita Bay and Cleveland 
(featured in BWN “Who’s Who” 
column in February 2018). 

Jeannie is international news … having 
set a new world record for women in 
her age division (70 and over) at the 
2018 Chicago marathon.  The previous 
record, dating back to the 2013 New 
York marathon, was set by a German 
woman with a time of 3:35:29.  Jeannie 
ran the October marathon in 3:27:50, 
crushing the previous record by more 
than seven minutes. 

Jeannie has been running for 35 years … she runs more than 20 
races a year, including a sprinkle of international events. Her 
most memorable run was the 2013 Boston Marathon, where 
two homemade bombs detonated near the finish line, killing 
three people and injuring hundreds of others. Jeannie had 
finished her race an hour earlier (winning her division), so she 
was uninjured. Jeannie returned to Boston in 2015 to run her 
100th marathon. This year, Boston will be her 118th marathon.

In addition to that milestone, last month Jeannie went on to 
win the 2018 New York City marathon women’s 70+ division 
with a time of 3:40:33!
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Captain Steve Nagy’s Fishing Report
ESTERO BAY

DECEMBER IS HERE and the fishing is in full swing, with 
no sign of slowing down.  Snook, redfish, trout and jacks have 
been on the feed and the sheepshead is starting to show up.  

Snook have migrated to their winter homes up rivers and creeks. 
I like soft baits that I can skip up under docks like a Wyze Guyz 
Tackle Bada Bing.  On several charters, my customers have 
been catching lots of snook, 5 to 10 per trip, up to 26”, using 
plugs or soft baits.

Redfish can be found on the grass flats in low tides and up 
against the mangroves at high tide.  I’ve been catching reds in 
the 17” to 28” range.  You can use live shrimp or scented baits.  
Spoons and top water plugs work well too.  

Trout are great fish to target in the winter months.   You can fish 
them in the Gulf on rock piles if it’s not too rough.   I have been 
catching bigger trout on points with oyster bars.  The schooling 
trout are on grass flats in 2.5 to 4 feet of water.  Shrimp under 
a popping cork work well.  You can use a Wyze Guyz Tackle 
Bambino on a ¼-ounce jig head under an oval-shaped clacker 
cork, like a Bayside Popper.  

Sheepshead can be found around bridge pilings and docks with 
current.  Use shrimp or fiddler crabs on the bottom for the best 
chance of catching this great winter fish. I like to use a number 
one circle hook pinned to the bottom with as little weight as 
possible. Be patient and persistent; they are a great eating fish 
and worth putting in the time to catch them.    

Jacks have moved in to the bay and eat just about anything you 
put in front of their face.  They are 4 to 15 pounds and test the 
best angler.  I have been catching 5 to 10 jacks per half-day trip 
mixed in with the snook and reds.

There should still be some Spanish mackerel around if the 
water doesn’t get too cold.  Look for them near shore reefs 
using Hybrid Flurry in white or charboils on 3/8 jig head.  You 
can also use free line live shrimp.

Marco Island
Marco Island and further south have been really good fishing 
this season with snook, pompano and trout.  The snook bite has 
been good on live pilchards fishing docks and in the passes.  I 
like fishing docks with good current and clean water.  You may 
need to try several docks before you find one that holds snook 
and some snapper mixed in.  You can also use artificial lures like 
top water plugs early in the morning or soft plastic jerk baits.

Pompano provides for an exciting fishing experience and good 
table fare. Drift the passes using small jigs tipped with shrimp, 
bouncing them on the bottom.  Also look for pompano skipping on 
the surface that is a good indication that you are on the fish.  

Look for trout in deep cuts, passes and on grass flats.  When 
fishing deep cuts and passes, I like to use a ¼ ounce jig head 
and a Wyze Guyz Tackle Bambino.  When fishing on the grass 
flats drifting in 2-4’ of water, use a live shrimp under a popping 
cork or a Hybrid Flurry on a ¼-ounce jig head under an oval-
shaped clacker cork.  I like to make lots of noise when I pop the 
cork without moving the cork very far.  

Fresh Water Bass Fishing
As the water cools, bass fishing heats up in local ponds and canal 
systems.  Early morning top water plugs have been producing 
good numbers of largemouth bass and a few peacock bass.  As 
the sun comes up, start fishing subsurface plugs and jerk baits.  
Make sure to fish them slow and concentrate on rock and brush 
piles.  I have been doing really well using rubber worms and 
sinkos along the cat tails and weed beds.  You can also use live 
shiners under a float.  We have been catching 5-10 fish per trip.  

As long as the winter is mild, the fishing should be good all the 
way till spring.  

The busy season is here and slots are filling up.  Book a trip 
early with your favorite guide.    

Capt. Steve Nagy
www.bonitaspringsfishing.com
239-398-1528
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Big Screen Movie Reviews
FIRST MAN
Director:  Damien 
Chazelle
Writer:  Josh Singer
Stars:  Ryan Gosling, 
Claire Foy, Kyle 
Chandler, Jason 
Clarke, Pablo 
Schreiber
Runtime:  141 minutes

The director of First 
Man, Damien Chazelle 
(Whiplash, La La Land), 
said in an interview that his mantra on the production set of 
First Man was “The kitchen sink and the moon.”  His comment 
was in response to an interviewer’s question about the movie’s 
emphasis on astronaut Neil Armstrong’s cold fish personality 
and relationship with his wife and children (or, rather, lack of). 
But more about that later.

First Man is a biopic of Neil Armstrong and NASA’s quest of 
putting an American on the moon. Upon arrival on the moon in 
1969, Armstrong (Ryan Gosling) was the first out of the landing 
craft and Buzz Aldrin (Cory Stoll) followed a few minutes later. 
The two of them spent the next two hours exploring the surface.

Armstrong was an Eagle Scout, a Navy jet pilot who flew 78 combat 
missions during the Korean War/Conflict, a graduate of Purdue 
University aeronautics engineering program and an aeronautical 
research scientist and test pilot for the forerunner to NASA, the 
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. In 1962 he and 
eight others were accepted into the Astronaut Training Program.

The complexities of breaking through earth’s atmosphere, 
guiding a three-manned vehicle through space for almost 
240,000 miles, separating a small lunar landing craft with 
spindly legs and successfully landing it while the larger, get-
home ship piloted by Michael Collins orbited above was 
probably the ultimate accomplishment of mankind. It was 
witnessed live on TV by an estimated 600 million people, 
about one-fifth of the world’s population.

The euphoria the mission generated is one of those life 
moments you never forget.  It’s difficult to describe to someone 
who wasn’t present for it. You expect that would be the central 
part of First Man. 

Actual scenes of test failures mixed with the protests against the 
Vietnam War, assassinations of major figures, protests against 
NASA spending and, especially, the overemphasis on Neil 
Armstrong’s shortcomings as a father and husband (culminating 
in his wife’s hysterical accusation that the NASA engineers 
were incompetent) seems to be the “the kitchen sink.”

Celebrating what thousands of engineers, scientists, pilots and 
others accomplished for America and the world seems to be  

“the moon” part of Chazelle’s mantra. The crushing weight of 
the kitchen sink was too much. It ruined the movie.

CAN YOU EVER 
FORGIVE ME
Director:  Marielle 
Heller
Writers:  Nicole 
Holofcener and Jeff 
Whitty, screenplay, 
based on an 
autographical book 
by Lee Israel
Stars:  Melissa 
McCarthy, Richard E. 
Grant, Dolly Wells, Jane Curtin 
Runtime:  106 minutes

Most people consider actress Melissa McCarthy a comedian 
(Bridesmaids, Life of the Party, Ghostbusters, Tammy) but with her 
performance in Can You Ever Forgive Me, she demonstrates she 
is also capable of serious drama; she is very good.

The film covers four years in the life of writer Lee Israel, who 
made her most indelible mark on the literary world as a forger 
of personal letters supposedly penned by deceased writers and 
celebrities.

Israel graduated from Brooklyn College in 1951 and worked 
in New York City. Her writing career began with  freelance 
articles and copywriting for various magazines.  She hit some 
notoriety writing biographies of writers and the famous. One 
of them reached the New York Times Best Sellers List. But by 
the early 1990s she had flamed out, was barely surviving on 
welfare and fell seriously behind on bills.

The movie begins with Israel (Melissa McCarthy) getting 
sacked from a copywriting gig for using offensive language.  
She heads home to her fly-infested, not so well-kept New York 
walk-up. Her loyal, aging cat is on its last legs, needing medical 
intervention which is a financial non-starter and her landlord is 
raising Cane about getting his overdue rent money. Her agent 
Marjorie ( Jane Curtin) doesn’t return her desperate calls.

She attends her agent’s luncheon as an uninvited guest where 
she’s pretty much ignored. She has no desire to engage those 
of the literary community (check out the pontificating Tom 
Clancy). Instead she pockets some of the shrimp and walks out 
with a stolen coat and an appetizer for her and the cat. She’s 
hit bottom.

Soon after, she inadvertently discovers the collectibles market 
for personal letters of the famous and begins her criminal life of 
literary forging. She crafts more than 300 of the personal letters 
craved by collectors.  
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By John Pinti, Hamptons

Israel has been acknowledged as a good writer but her 
crass personality together with her inability or refusal to 
foster feelings for others prevents meaningful connections 
or friendships. She’s alone with her cat. In spite of her self-
centered, obnoxious behavior, there’s something that makes 
her sympathetic. There is much more to this story and the 
performances by McCarthy and the supporting cast absorb 
you to its ironic conclusion. McCarthy is a favorite for an 
Academy Award nomination. 

  

A STAR IS BORN
Director:  Bradley 
Cooper
Writers:  Eric Roth, 
Bradley Cooper and 
seven others
Stars:  Lady Gaga, 
Bradley Cooper, Sam 
Elliott
Runtime:  136 minutes

With all the buzz, 
readers have probably 
already seen the new 
version of A Star Is Born, released on October 2, but if not, don’t 
hesitate -- go see it.  It’s a joy.

Truthfully, I got two big surprises from this movie. Until now I 
never thought much of Lady Gaga, her professional image being 
what it is. And I had no idea that she was an actor, let alone 
a terrific one. The other surprise was Bradley Cooper, who we 
already know is a great actor (Silver Linings Playbook, American 
Hustle, American Sniper, Joy). A Star Is Born has now established 
him as an excellent director, and a talented singer and writer.

This movie is the fourth incarnation of A Star Is Born, the first 
one dating back to 1937. The current version follows the basic 
story of the others. An unknown pop music entertainer is 
discovered by an established idol who pushes her to a rapid, 
phenomenal rise while he self-destructs.

The remake has an interesting history. It took 16 years from 
the time it was considered to its release this year. Various 
production companies, directors and major stars were in, then 
out. Finally, Bradley Cooper was able to get the project off 
the ground and nabbed Lady Gaga (Stefani Joanne Angelina 
Germanotta) as his co-star. It’s a great film pairing.

As far as on-screen magic, Cooper and Gaga are just about perfect. 
Their love for each other, ignited when country singer/writer and 
idol Jackson Maine (Bradley Cooper) wanders into a gay bar and 
immediately becomes love struck watching Ally (Lady Gaga) 
perform. He eventually sweeps her off her feet and pushes her to 
perform in front of one of his huge audiences. Initially reluctant, 
she eventually agrees and gets major applause from the thousands 

in the audience. She is hooked. Some of the stage scenes in the film 
were performed by Bradley and Lady Gaga live at the Stagecoach, 
the Glastonbury and the Coachella Festivals. 

A Star Is Born is a melodramatic love story and the ending 
is (almost) predictable. Who cares? It’s just satisfying and a 
pleasure to suspend belief, sit back and enjoy.  

SISTERS 
BROTHERS
Director:  Jacques 
Audiard
Writers:  Jacques 
Audiard and Tomas 
Bidegain, based on 
novel by Patrick 
Dewitt
Stars:  Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Joaquin 
Phoenix, John C. 
Reilly, Riz Ahmed
Runtime:  121 minutes

Sisters Brothers — yes, the title is a little bit of a tongue twister — is 
set in 1850 and follows two brothers who have been ordered 
by their boss, The Commodore (Rutger Hauer), to trek from 
the Oregon Territory to San Francisco and find a chemist-
turned-gold-prospector, Hermann Kermit Warm (Riz Ahmed). 
They are contracted to do whatever’s necessary to steal his 
proprietary formula for extracting gold and kill him.  For 
Charlie and Eli Sisters ( Joaquin Phoenix and John C. Reilly), 
this is just a typical task for the renowned killers. The other key 
character, John Morris ( Jake Gyllenhaal), the Commodore’s 
advance man, has already been dispatched to San Francisco to 
find Warm and provide intel to the Sisters.

The neo-western story was created by Canadian novelist Tomas 
Bidegain, and adapted from his 2011 novel. It was acquired for 
the screen by one of the movie’s stars, Reilly, and directed and 
filmed in Europe by the French director Jacques Audiard at a 
reported cost of $38 million.

The movie has been described as a dark comedy but there are 
no real belly laughs. It’s meant to be a commentary on the early 
settlement of the West and the reality of lawlessness. Eli has the 
haunting desire to retire and live the simple life of a merchant. 
His brother Charlie thinks it’s ridiculous to even think that they 
could change occupations.

They travel by horse to the wild (and it’s wild) west and to the gold 
site that Warm and Morris are working. It’s what you would describe 
as a difficult journey (for them and, particularly, others). Along 
the way both Sisters have an unexpected epiphany, different for 
each; not quite transforming. The conclusion isn’t quite satisfying. 
Fighting for survival in a lawless and isolated land gets in the way.  
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TIDES FOR LITTLE HICKORY ISLAND SOLUNAR
ACTIVITY1  TIDE 2  TIDE 3  TIDE 4  TIDE COEFFICIENT

 LITTLE HICKORY ISLAND
December, 2018

DAY
st nd rd th

1 Sat 6:57 am 5:35 pm 2:13 am 1.0 ft 8:04 am 1.8 ft 2:24 pm 0.4 ft 9:12 pm 2.0 ft 61 average   

2 Sun 6:58 am 5:35 pm 3:28 am 0.6 ft 9:39 am 1.7 ft 3:09 pm 0.6 ft 9:41 pm 2.2 ft 69 average   

3 Mon 6:59 am 5:35 pm 4:26 am 0.2 ft 10:55 am 1.7 ft 3:48 pm 0.8 ft 10:09 pm 2.3 ft 75 high   

4 Tue 6:59 am 5:35 pm 5:14 am -0.1 ft 12:00 pm 1.6 ft 4:21 pm 1.0 ft 10:35 pm 2.5 ft 81 high   

5 Wed 7:00 am 5:36 pm 5:57 am -0.3 ft 12:56 pm 1.6 ft 4:50 pm 1.1 ft 11:02 pm 2.6 ft 84 high   

6 Thu 7:01 am 5:36 pm 6:36 am -0.5 ft 1:46 pm 1.5 ft 5:16 pm 1.2 ft 11:29 pm 2.6 ft 85 high   

7 Fri 7:01 am 5:36 pm 7:12 am -0.5 ft 2:30 pm 1.5 ft 5:42 pm 1.3 ft 11:58 pm 2.6 ft 84 high   

8 Sat 7:02 am 5:36 pm 7:48 am -0.5 ft 3:11 pm 1.5 ft 6:10 pm 1.3 ft 80 high   

9 Sun 7:03 am 5:36 pm 12:29 am 2.6 ft 8:24 am -0.5 ft 3:49 pm 1.4 ft 6:43 pm 1.3 ft 75 high   

10 Mon 7:03 am 5:37 pm 1:04 am 2.5 ft 9:01 am -0.4 ft 4:28 pm 1.4 ft 7:24 pm 1.3 ft 68 average   

11 Tue 7:04 am 5:37 pm 1:43 am 2.4 ft 9:41 am -0.3 ft 5:08 pm 1.4 ft 8:18 pm 1.3 ft 60 average   

12 Wed 7:05 am 5:37 pm 2:28 am 2.2 ft 10:24 am -0.2 ft 5:50 pm 1.5 ft 9:29 pm 1.3 ft 53 average   

13 Thu 7:05 am 5:38 pm 3:20 am 2.0 ft 11:10 am -0.1 ft 6:30 pm 1.6 ft 10:57 pm 1.2 ft 46 low   

14 Fri 7:06 am 5:38 pm 4:24 am 1.8 ft 11:57 am 0.1 ft 7:09 pm 1.7 ft 42 low   

15 Sat 7:06 am 5:38 pm 12:31 am 1.0 ft 5:48 am 1.6 ft 12:45 pm 0.2 ft 7:44 pm 1.8 ft 42 low   

16 Sun 7:07 am 5:39 pm 1:54 am 0.8 ft 7:26 am 1.4 ft 1:32 pm 0.4 ft 8:17 pm 1.9 ft 46 low   

17 Mon 7:08 am 5:39 pm 3:00 am 0.5 ft 9:00 am 1.4 ft 2:17 pm 0.6 ft 8:49 pm 2.0 ft 53 average   

18 Tue 7:08 am 5:39 pm 3:53 am 0.1 ft 10:21 am 1.4 ft 2:59 pm 0.8 ft 9:20 pm 2.2 ft 63 average   

19 Wed 7:09 am 5:40 pm 4:41 am -0.2 ft 11:29 am 1.4 ft 3:38 pm 0.9 ft 9:53 pm 2.4 ft 73 high   

20 Thu 7:09 am 5:40 pm 5:26 am -0.5 ft 12:30 pm 1.4 ft 4:14 pm 1.0 ft 10:28 pm 2.5 ft 83 high   

21 Fri 7:10 am 5:41 pm 6:11 am -0.7 ft 1:26 pm 1.4 ft 4:49 pm 1.1 ft 11:06 pm 2.6 ft 91 very high   

22 Sat 7:10 am 5:41 pm 6:57 am -0.9 ft 2:18 pm 1.4 ft 5:24 pm 1.2 ft 11:48 pm 2.7 ft 96 very high   

23 Sun 7:11 am 5:42 pm 7:43 am -0.9 ft 3:09 pm 1.4 ft 6:03 pm 1.2 ft 98 very high   

24 Mon 7:11 am 5:43 pm 12:34 am 2.8 ft 8:32 am -0.9 ft 3:58 pm 1.3 ft 6:49 pm 1.2 ft 95 very high   

25 Tue 7:12 am 5:43 pm 1:23 am 2.7 ft 9:21 am -0.8 ft 4:44 pm 1.3 ft 7:47 pm 1.1 ft 89 high   

26 Wed 7:12 am 5:44 pm 2:18 am 2.5 ft 10:10 am -0.6 ft 5:27 pm 1.3 ft 9:03 pm 1.1 ft 81 high   

27 Thu 7:12 am 5:44 pm 3:19 am 2.2 ft 11:00 am -0.4 ft 6:09 pm 1.4 ft 10:38 pm 1.0 ft 72 high   

28 Fri 7:13 am 5:45 pm 4:34 am 1.9 ft 11:50 am -0.1 ft 6:49 pm 1.6 ft 64 average   

29 Sat 7:13 am 5:45 pm 12:22 am 0.8 ft 6:11 am 1.5 ft 12:38 pm 0.2 ft 7:29 pm 1.7 ft 58 average   

30 Sun 7:13 am 5:46 pm 1:58 am 0.4 ft 8:04 am 1.3 ft 1:25 pm 0.5 ft 8:09 pm 1.9 ft 56 average   

31 Mon 7:14 am 5:47 pm 3:15 am 0.1 ft 9:49 am 1.2 ft 2:11 pm 0.7 ft 8:46 pm 2.1 ft 58 average   

Solunar activity indicates the most favorable days of the month for catching fish. The strongest activity occurs when 
there is a full moon or a new moon and is weakest when there is a quarter moon and a three quarter moon.

Tide Table for Bonita Beach, December 2018 www. tides4fishing.com
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Techno-Savvy
IN TODAY’S WORLD, pictures are a big part of everyone’s 
life.  With the help of phones, tablets, cameras, go pros - picture 
taking is a frequent occurrence.  So as photos accumulate, how 
should they be handled, backed up and organized?  

To begin with, let’s discuss the easier situation. For those who 
take pictures with whatever device they choose and then 
import them into their computer, it can be handled in a simpler 
manner. A lot of this depends on the size of the internal hard 
drive on your computer. If you have a 1 TB or 2 TB hard drive, 
then most likely you are just fine with space requirements. Just 
be sure to get a large external hard drive and use it as a backup 
option. For organization of the photos, try using the built-in 
photos program on either a Mac or a Windows PC.

Because many people no longer have computers and are only 
operating from a phone or tablet, in order to have a backup and 
be able to access it easily, it is important to use a cloud service.  

If using all Apple products, stay with Apple’s cloud 
service -- iCloud. If using all windows devices, try using 
Microsoft’s platform -- One Drive.  With a variety of different 
manufacturers, try Google photos or Dropbox which can 
both handle every operating system and device.

If you do have the above situation and a computer, you still 
could use the same cloud-based options. However, having 
a computer gives you the option of using a higher platform 
for photos.  For example, Adobe Lightroom allows for easier 
sorting, renaming and just overall better organization.  For 
someone looking for something less complicated to use, then 
Adobe Elements would be ideal.

As far as organizing photos, the more advanced programs 
allow for this.  For those who don’t take a lot of photos, creating 
folders labeled by the year is a good option.  For those who 
take many pictures, this could still be done but with subfolders 
within the year … labeled by month or event or both  

Digital photos are a great way to keep memories for a lifetime. 
While there are many ways to handle photos, find what 
works best for you.  Keeping them organized and backed up 
helps in looking back on all of your memories.  

Ken Saksa
21st Century Technology, LLC
krsaksa@gmail.com
239-410-8603

DIGITAL PHOTOS 

At HomeTeam Pest Defense, we leverage our unique understanding 
of local pest control needs - all the little things that bug you - to 
deliver the kind of highly professional and personalized service 

you expect from a nationwide leader. 

3465 Bonita Beach Rd. 
SW STE 8-11 

Bonita Springs, FL 34134
239-444-1938

www.PestDefense.com 
Exceptional Service – Your Strongest Defense™ 

©2018 HomeTeam Pest Defense   

DEPEND ON US TO 
PROTECT YOU FROM PESTS

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

WELCOME US IN, 
TO KEEP THE BUGS OUT

Termite Protection  • Termite Control  •  Pest Control 
Fire Ant Treatment  •  Mosquito Service • Rodent Control
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I STARTED THIS SEASON dining at 
one of North Naples most popular eateries, 
Naples Coastal Kitchen. I brought with 
me my food-loving friend Johnny, who 
was more than eager to give this place a try 
after reading all of the wonderful Google 
reviews.

My first impression as we approached the 
front entrance was of the beautiful chic 
patio. It was dimly lit with candles and 
string lights suspended in the air. The whole scene felt sweet 
and romantic. And for those chilly winter nights, I noticed 
they had large space heaters to accommodate diners.

The romantic beachy theme continued inside the combined 
dining room and bar. The room’s décor had industrial steel 
elements that gave a very clean look. I really enjoyed the 
combination of modern with classic Florida décor. All in all, 
you could really see the effort someone put into making this a 
comfortable space.

We didn’t wait long before we were seated and given menus 
by our waitress Amanda. The menu wasn’t too crowded but 
still had a large variety and it was mostly reasonably priced.  
Johnny asked her for a recommendation on an appetizer. She 
didn’t hesitate to tell us about their famous Coastal Kitchen 
Tater Kegs. Basically, they’re huge tater tots filled with bacon 
and cheese, fried to perfection, and then elegantly plated on top 
of a deliciously seasoned house-made sour cream. They were 
so good that we devoured them in seconds.

For our entrées, I decided on the coconut shrimp and Johnny 
tried the chicken marsala. I confirmed with our waitress that the 
shrimp was cooked fresh. Shortly after having our Tater Keg 
fill, our entrées emerged from the kitchen hot and steamy. The 
coconut shrimp was cooked soft and tender with a crispy semi-
sweet coating. The shrimp was delicious, but it was the chicken 

Marsala which surprisingly stole the show. 
Like my shrimp, the chicken was cooked 
to utter perfection. The Marsala sauce was 
rich, tasty and packed full of flavor. We were 
both very satisfied at the end of the meal.

In addition to the outstanding food, the 
service really was exceptional.  The 
employees seemed to enjoy working there 
which says a lot about any business. Even 
the manager took time to check in at our 

table. She let us know that they were opening a second location 
in Gulf Coast Town Center. I congratulated them on their success 
and noted it was obvious why. She humbly accepted my praise 
and said that they only allowed highly qualified and experienced 
chefs into their kitchen. That really makes all the difference.

Johnny and I decided to finish our wine on that patio. It was 
truly a great ending to a great meal. I certainly recommend 
Naples Coastal Kitchen to anyone looking for a well made meal 
in a casual relaxing environment. I will be heading back soon!

Naples Coastal Kitchen 
13500 Tamiami Trail N #1
Naples, FL 34110
(239) 514 4414

Sun-Thurs 11:30 am- 8:30 pm
Fri & Sat    11:30 am- 9 pm

Food ኧ ኧ ኧ ኧ ኧ

Decor ኧ ኧ ኧ ኧ ኧ

Price ኧ ኧ ኧ ኧ

Overall Experience ኧ ኧ ኧ ኧ 

(Ratings are based 1-5, with 5 being highest)

Dining Out with Marina By Marina Fradley, BWN Staff Writer

Sold Date Sold Price Sub/Condo Name Address Bedrooms Baths Living Area 
11/15/18 $2,350,000 Azure 4931 Bonita Bay Blvd 1001 3+Den 3.5 4507 
11/09/18 $404,000 Bay Pointe 26938 Montego Pointe Ct 201 3 Bed 2 2040 
11/02/18 $350,000 Harbor Landing 4471 Riverwatch Dr 203 3 Bed 2 1960 
11/01/18 $525,000 Waterford 26300 Devonshire Ct 203 3 Bed 3.5 2719 
10/22/18 $1,635,000 Ibis Cove 4410 Plumage Ct  3+Den 3 + 2 3942 
10/18/18 $287,000 Wedgewood 26910 Wedgewood Dr 402 3 Bed 2 1703 
10/18/18 $925,000 Anchorage 27540 Riverbank Dr  3+Den 3.5 2806 
10/16/18 $510,000 Oakwood 27034 Oakwood Lake Dr  3 Bed 3 1818 
10/15/18 $290,000 Burning Tree 27057 Kindlewood Ln  3 Bed 2 1529 
10/12/18 $250,000 Wild Pines 3651 Wild Pines Dr 106 2 Bed 2 839 
10/04/18 $330,000 Burning Tree 27130 Kindlewood Ln  2+Den 2 1523 
10/02/18 $619,900 Bay Harbor 27170 Shell Ridge Cir  3+Den 3 2891 

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS
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B E H O L D ,  B O N I TA  B AY

The final tower. Architecturally stunning. 

Each residence with Bay and Gulf of Mexico 

views, forever unobstructed.

67 ULTRA-CHIC TOWER RESIDENCES FROM THE LOW $2M TO OVER $6M

Sales Center Open Daily

26951 Country Club Drive    Bonita Springs, Florida

OmegaBonitaBay.com  I  239.301.4940

R E S I D E N C E  0 2

3 Bedrooms / 3.5 Baths / Den

Enclosed Area: 4210 sq. ft.

Owner Storage: 75 sq. ft.

Terrace Areas: 540 sq. ft.

Total Residence: 4825 sq. ft. 

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS MAKE REFERENCE TO THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN AND THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 
718.503,FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. Community features, amenities and pricing are approximate and subject to change without notice. The information and materials displayed on materials provided to you are solely intended 
to provide general information about proposed plans of WSR-Bonita Bay 2, LLC. These proposed plans are conceptual in nature and are subject to change or cancellation (in whole or in part) at any time without notice. Land uses, public and private facilities, improvements, and plans described or depicted on any materials 
are conceptual only, subject to government approvals and market factors, and subject to change without notice. Nothing in these materials obligates WSR-Bonita Bay 2, LLC, or any other entity to build any facilities or improvements, and there is no guarantee that any illustrated or described proposed future development will 
be implemented. Neither the information and materials provided to you, nor any communication made or given in connection with and of the foregoing may be deemed to constitute any representation or warranty or may otherwise be relied upon by any person or entity for any reason whatsoever. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Trivia Night — a Look Behind the Curtain

PICTURE THIS SCENE: You enter the Ballroom pleased 
that you and your team have secured a coveted reservation to 
participate in Trivia Night to do battle with other Bonita Bay 
members. The monetary reward for winning is secondary — 
what you seek are bragging rights —  to be considered sharp 
as a tack, well informed and, most of all at your stage in life, 
to have a memory that is intact.
But, wait. Can you really claim those distinctions? Does the 
contest always reward those with the sharpest and most agile 
minds? To find out, we interviewed Steve Olson, the creator and 
designer of Trivia Challenge, who supplies Bonita Bay with the 
format and questions for the game. The results may surprise you.
Steve came by this role organically. Having created and 
hosted trivia games in bars and restaurants for many years, he 
eventually realized that country clubs were a natural market 
for him. So, he jettisoned his corporate life and formed his 
company. He correctly discerned that clubs would use his 
games to add value for members, enlarge socialization 
opportunities and enhance weekday food and beverage 
revenue. He now serves more than 100 clubs.
Steve takes this responsibility seriously. He alone develops all 
of the questions, relying on original sources like Wikipedia, 
the Census Bureau, NOAA and other government 
publications. He never looks to Jeopardy or trivia books for 
inspiration. Steve claims an error rate of less than one percent. 
His work is not done in the abstract; he regularly hosts trivia 
games himself at clubs in his community to test his questions 
and stay in touch with what works best.
Based upon his 20+ years of experience, he offers these 
insights about human behavior. Trivia games work because 
participants remain anonymous to the larger group. No one 
has to suffer the pressure or embarrassment of answering 
to the larger group. Teamwork wins. The camaraderie and 
cohesion of a team are the most important elements. 
One of his findings is counter-intuitive. He concludes that the 
most effective and ideal team size is six people. Larger groups 
create differences of opinion resulting in a larger number of 
initially correct, but “crossed out” answers.
Which categories are the most difficult? By far, questions 
about sports yield the fewest correct answers. There is simply 
too much data, so that even self-professed “sports experts” 
on any team can’t be expected to answer every question 
correctly.  “Lost Lyrics” are among the most difficult and least 
enjoyed questions. He provides a partial quotation from a 
song and the team must identify its movie source. The batting 
average on those questions is quite low. 
But he always seeks a balance. He often opens with what he 
calls “Fog The Mirror” questions, meaning that participants 
whose breath shows up on a mirror should be able to answer 
the question correctly. But he always seeks a balance of 

questions with a spectrum of difficulty. By the way, Bonita 
Bay has some choice as to which questions are used at each 
session. He supplies alternates if the club believes that some 
questions might not play well. 
The packet always includes some true or false questions -- 
unless a statement is clearly incorrect, eight out of ten teams say 
the statement is true.
Here comes the somewhat controversial disclosure: At many 
clubs, teams recruit members who have shown that they can 
consistently score well. They regularly are leading before the 
final “bet the house” question. Although those superior teams 
may complain that their earlier performance should matter 
more, Steve disagrees. His objective is to give the greatest 
number of teams a final opportunity to win … to keep their 
interest and to sign up for the next month’s contest. The game 
is designed to reward risk-takers.
If, as you started reading this article, you hoped to learn 
some secret, magical strategy to win these games -- sorry to 
disappoint! There is none. No one strategy works best. Skill 
and the willingness to take some risk usually bring rewards. 
Luck is not the key ingredient. Given the overwhelming 
demand to secure a chance to play, those who sign up first to 
enjoy this popular Bonita Bay activity are the luckiest.

By Dave Rutstein, Deerwood

We’ve been serving Southwest Florida with the finest, 
professional paint and millwork services for over 15 years.

239-948-0648 
info@premierhomefinishes.com
License # CBC 1259717 

Choose Quality. 
Choose Premier.
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Pickleball Sound Test
FOR SEVERAL YEARS, the Pickleball Club of Bonita Bay 
has been urging the Bonita Bay Community Association to 
upgrade and expand the existing four pickleball courts in 
Riverwalk Park.
The popularity of the sport has driven new players to the 
park and increased Pickleball Club membership to over 250 
residents and seasonal renters. The club feels the courts are 
inadequate in number and condition; in response to maxed-
out usage, it has proposed an expansion to six courts, two 
of which could alternatively be used as tennis courts. The 
surrounding wire mesh fencing would also be replaced 
because it has become unsightly and cannot support the 
weight of the proposed sound proofing material.
The anticipated improvement cost for the new courts is 
unknown; however the Board has approved a budget of 
$250,000. That amount is subject to a bid process on the 
finalized project, assuming some roadblocks are cleared in 
the process, and it is possible the final cost could go higher.
Opposition to the expansion of the courts in the park 
has been raised by the surrounding neighborhoods of 
Cranbrook and Anchorage, as well as residents on Aloha 
Lane, across the Imperial River from Riverwalk Park. 
Those residents object to the current level of noise and fear 
additional courts will exacerbate the sound issue. Residents 
are also concerned expansion will lead to parking problems 
with players parking on grass areas and in the street along 
Riverwalk Way. 
Last winter, the Bonita Bay Club introduced a new pickleball 
amenity to its membership with the creation of five state-of-
the-art courts adjacent to its newly upgraded tennis center. 
The addition of these courts has not turned back the need for 
more courts in Riverwalk, representatives of the Pickleball 
Club say.
In an effort to arbitrate the issue between the club and 
the nearby residents, the BBCA has created a Pickleball 
Committee, chaired by Rod McKenzie. Rod has labored 
over the past two years, introducing measures intended to 
reduce the decibel level of play. Those measures establish 
the use of improved, quieter pickleball paddles and balls, 
and  the installation of soundproofing around the court’s 
perimeter, mounted on the fencing and utilizing new sound 
absorbing materials. 
A sound test of the previously installed AcoustiFence 
sound absorbent material, mounted on three sides of the 
courts, was inconclusive, with the Aloha Lane residents 
complaining the reflected sound was now louder than 
previously experienced. 
An application for a permit to do the expansion, filed with the 
City of Bonita Springs, was met with requests for additional 
information, sound testing, parking adequacy and other 

detail. Current thinking by the BBCA Pickleball Committee 
would have the new fencing hold sound absorbing material 
in place to a height of 12 feet or more, on all four sides of 
the new courts.
On October 31, RML Acoustics, a sound monitoring 
company hired by the BBCA Board, performed sound tests 
designed to gauge the decibel levels of pickleball play as 
experienced in the adjoining neighborhoods of Cranbrook 
and Anchorage on the existing four pickleball courts in 
Riverwalk Park. No simulation of play on six courts was 
conducted in this study.
Clear skies, little wind and a perfect temperature greeted 
the sound people and observers from the Pickleball Club 
and BBCA staff, including Robin Leete, BBCA Manager; 
Bill Lynn, BBCA Landscape Manager; and Susan Sorlein, 
Pickleball Club Past President, who toured Cranbrook and 
Anchorage. They conducted sound tests in three locations 
in each community, across from the courts. Another testing 
station was placed on an empty lot on Aloha Lane to gauge 
the decibel level experienced here.
The October 31 test was conducted utilizing 24 different 
sound events, about 5-10 minutes apart, using different 
paddles, numbers of players and positions on the courts. 
The BBCA staff instructed its maintenance people not 
to work in the area during the test site so as to eliminate 
competing ambient noise.
The BBCA anticipates receiving the RML testing results in 
about 30 days, after which the results will be made available 
to the City and incorporated into the proposed plan.
The matter will be discussed again at the December BBCA 
Board meeting.  

By Roger Rittinger, Estancia
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DECEMBER 9, 2018

Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square,
to form six ordinary words.

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

PRINT YOUR ANSWER IN THE CIRCLES BELOW
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.

Answer:
BUSILY
ENZYME

MASCOT
POTTED

DREDGE
INDICT

Will the Acropolis be a tourist 
attraction in another 2,000 years? —

IT REMAINS 
TO BE SEEN

Answers can be found at www.BayWatchNews.com. 
Click on “Puzzle Answers.”

Edited by Will Shortz
Sudoku Puzzle

Answers can be found at www.BayWatchNews.com. 
Click on “Puzzle Answers.”

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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BB’s Animals in the (not so) Wild Trivia

BB’s Animal in the (not so) wild for December is Rocky, an 11 
year old Boston Terrier.  He lives with John and Pam O’Leary in 
Woodlake. Rocky wins a $50 gift certificate to Fritz ‘n Eli’s Holistic, 
Natural and Organic Pet Food Market, offering great food, 
prices and service! They are conveniently 
located at 9114 Bonita Beach Road in the 
Sunshine (Ace Hardware) Plaza.

After ten years of running our “Best in Show” feature we’ve 
decided that it’s time to be more inclusive and open things up 
to pets of all kinds. So, if you’ve got a feisty feline, clever canine, 
rascally reptile or even a porky pig, go ahead and send its picture 
to lauren@baywatchnews.com! You might see your pet gracing the 
pages of Bay Watch News.

(Editor’s Note:  Winner is selected by an independent judge.) 

Q1:  Who was the king of Britain during the 
American Revolutionary warrs?

Q2:  “Arco iris” is the Spanish term for what 
natural phenomenon?

Q3:  Eddie Murphy’s first major motion 
picture role was in what movie co-
starring Nick Nolte? 

Q4:  What flightless bird is on New Zealand’s 
one dollar coin?

Q5:  Olympia is the capital city of which U.S. 
state?

Q6:  What was the nickname for the four-engine 
B-17 bomber planes used during WWII?

A1: George III  A2: Rainbow  A3: 48 Hours  A4: The Kiwi 
A5: Washington  A6: Flying Fortress
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www.BrayCapitalAdvisors.com

Naples, Florida
(239) 451-6008
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Private Wealth Management
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Marcie A. Rebardo 

Darian H. Chen, CFA
Brian J. Tolin, CFA 

Kimberly S. Wilmore
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A Beauty of an Idea
IT’S NO EXAGGERATION to 
say that women were the mothers of 
the Bonita Springs Library, and what 
began as a book swap in a beauty shop 
turned into something most incredible.

Mildred Briggs, a founding member of 
the Bonita Springs Historical Society 
and author of “Pioneers of Bonita 
Springs,” started the story in 1949, 
when Ellaese Nipson’s hair salon was 
the town’s social hub. Busy as she was, 
Ellaese scattered a few books around 
the shop to help customers pass the 
time. When one asked to borrow a 
book, Ellaese’s assistant, Mabel Hauser, had an “ah ha” moment. She 
drove to a book sale in Fort Myers and came back with two bags of 
books to stock the shelves.

Members of the Bonita Springs Women’s Club liked Briggs’ idea 
so much they turned it into a full-fledged lending library, charging 
two cents per book. First housed in what was known as the pavilion 
building, a 10’ x 20’ aluminum shed where the Community Hall on 
Old 41 once stood, the library moved to the home of Col. William 
Godson. Not only did he lend his home, Godson stocked a panel 
truck with books and drove the first bookmobile through Bonita 
neighborhoods in 1953.

In 1959, Odella Markoff, president of the Woman’s Club organized 
the library’s move to the club’s new building, made possible by 
many years of fundraising and the talents of Harvey Carrell, who 
donated his labor and materials. The building still stands on the 
corner of Felts Avenue and Childers Street, serving in a different 
but equally community-minded capacity. When the Women’s 
Club decided to close after 60 years, they gifted the building to the 
Cafe of Life, a social service agency.

An All-Volunteer Effort
It took just three years for the library to outgrow its space in the 
Women’s Club. Wendy Welsh, library board member and founder 

of the first Friends of the Library, took the lead. She raised money for 
the 1961 expansion, garnering a yearly contribution from an unlikely 
source: the Naples-Fort Myers Greyhound Track, a new attraction that 
opened in 1957.

The Bonita Springs Library joined the Lee County Library System in 
1964, but running the library was still an all-volunteer effort. By the 
early 1970s, the need for a larger facility was clear—the only issue was 
where to construct it. When the county offered to donate land next 
to its new community park on Pine Avenue off West Terry Street, the 
library board voted to build there. 

Pine Avenue Keeps on Growing

In a 1994 column commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Friends 
of the Library, the late Kay Smith of the Naples Daily News laid out the 
timeline of the Pine Avenue library’s growth.

As Smith told it, the original 1,500-sq.-ft. library on Pine Avenue opened 
in 1976, built and staffed entirely by volunteers, except for its first paid 
librarian, Ruth Hughes, a Bonita Bay resident who served as manager 
from 1977—1995. Ruth and the Pine Avenue library also played a 
significant role in the formation of the Bonita Springs Historical Society. 
She and the founders met there to organize the group, which held its 
first official meeting on September 12, 1984. Today, the library’s Florida 
Room is dedicated to Ruth in recognition of her 18 years of service.

Just one year into the job, in 1977, Ruth could already see the need 
for a larger space. She recruited her husband George and William 
Hornaday to revive the Friends group in 1978 to start raising money. 
They did, and a second 3,500-sq.-ft. addition opened in 1982. Still, that 
wasn’t enough. Plans were drawn up to double the library’s size to 
12,000 sq. ft., which couldn’t be done without closing the building for 
what turned out to be an entire year. In 1990, the library moved to 
a temporary storefront in Sunshine Plaza near the Ace Hardware on 
Bonita Beach Road.

By all accounts, these expansions couldn’t have happened without 
the Friends’ support. Plaques in the Pine Avenue library pay tribute to 
Hornaday, Hughes, Thad Taylor and Earle Chaney, whose wife, Ruth, 
was a longtime library volunteer and still lives in Bonita Springs. In 
preparation for the library’s 1991 grand opening, the Friends donated 
time, elbow grease and more than $80,000 worth of furniture and 
fixtures—the equivalent of $148,000 today.

Once home to the Bonita Springs Library, the Women’s Club 
building is now the Cafe of Life, a social service agency.

In the 1950s, members of the Women’s Club 
ran the library and sponsored what is thought 

to be the first bookmobile in Lee County.

Boosters drove a stylish Nash Metropolitan in 
the 4th of July parade to promote the Bonita Springs 

Library as “Little But Growing.”
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By Bev LaLonde, Bonita Springs Historical Society

The Pine Avenue library has served Bonita Springs for the past 40-plus 
years, but the structure has not aged well. Flooding from Hurricane 
Irma in September 2017 forced the entire building to be shut down 
so drywall and carpeting could be replaced. The library reopened the 
day after Christmas, but it is destined to close for good in 2019, when 
a long-awaited new library in a more pedestrian-friendly downtown 
location is set to open.

Back to Its Roots
Fittingly, the new Bonita Springs Library is just across the street from 
where it began in the former Women’s Club building. The two-acre 
site is on the 27300 block of Felts Avenue, between Reynolds and 
Childers streets, a block east of Old 41 Road. 

Directions to the new library couldn’t be simpler—it’s right behind 
the iconic Banyan tree at Childers Street and Felt Avenue. Ideal for 
pedestrian access, the site also offers bike racks and more than 100 
parking spaces.

Construction of the $14 million, 30,000-sq.-ft. building—nearly triple the 
size of Pine Avenue—began in March 2018, with completion scheduled 
for summer 2019. The design by BSSW Architects creates bright 
interiors and inviting outdoor spaces, second-floor terraces, a garden 
for reading and relaxing and a multipurpose event patio. A covered 
drive-thru entry and book drop-off on the east side of the library help 
patrons keep dry during the rainy season. 

The first floor will include a 4,500-sq.-ft. Youth Services department 

and a community meeting room with a capacity of up to 150 people. 
On the second floor are Adult and Young Adult Services, multiple 
conference/study rooms, and computer stations; in all, 50 computers 
will be available for public use. 

David Hengel, a 46-year resident who once owned Fidelity Florida 
Realty on Old 41, says the new library couldn’t have come soon 
enough. “I’ve met people who have lived in Bonita for 10-plus years 
and have never been downtown because there wasn’t any reason for 
them to come. Now there will be one.”

Historical Society president Bonnie Whittemore agrees. “The library 
will spark a new energy and a more walkable downtown,” she says. 
“This will benefit businesses along Old US 41 and draw more visitors 
to our historic sites.”

Conceptual renderings courtesy BSSW Architects, Copyright 2018

Rendering of the east side of the library facing Shriver Street, with a 
drive-up covered entry and book drop.

THOMAS X. LYKOS
CGR, CAPS, CGP Principal

DAVID M. RAFFA 
Principal & Construction Manager

I am a Lykos Kool-Aid drinker 

and am very happy they were 

recommended to me.  Tom did a 

super job on the design. I don’t 

think the kitchen could have come 

out any better… The commitment 

to quality and doing the right thing 

comes through quite clearly.

License: CGC1508697

Additions  I   Custom Homes 
Interior & Exterior Transformations

RemodelingNaples.com  I   239-594-8510

Our commitment to the highest standards of 
service creates life-changing transformations 

and client experiences. The difference is 
evident—just ask our clients.  

We love what we do, so will you.TM

PAT A N D S U E D.
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ACROSS
  1  Booker T. & the ___
  4  Thug’s weapon
  8  Bygone Swedish cars
13  Trouble
14  Lyric poem
15  Kirk’s 

communications 
officer

16  Gardner with an 
Oscar nomination 
for “Mogambo”

17  Rudolph Valentino 
or Clark Gable

19  TV shout-out from 
the sidelines

21  Sweet’s opposite
22  Prez after Harry
23  Greets the day
25  Option from a list
28  Tweet searching aid
30  Bosses (around)
31  PC key
32  Edible seaweed
35  Stock in old 

Blockbuster stores
36  Crux of the matter
39  Strategy
41  The “T” in SAT
42  Answer to the old 

joke “What did the 
fish exclaim when it 
ran into the concrete 
wall?”

45  “They made me do 
it!”

47  Deep-fried tortilla
50  Details
53  Quarterback, at times
54  “Furthermore ...”
55  Cupid’s counterpart
57  See 51-Down

58  It’s all in your mind
62  Naval noncom
63  Make better, maybe
64  Grade in the high 60s
65  Philip of “Kung Fu”
66  “Fiddlesticks!”
67  “Excuse me ...”
68  British intelligence 

org. ... or a literal 
hint to 17-, 25-, 36-, 
50- and 58-Across

DOWN
  1  Stereotypical evil 

laugh
  2  Explode on the 

internet
  3  Fog on the water
  4  Restorative locale
  5  Have the ___ for 

(find attractive)
  6  “All ears” or “lay 

eyes on”
  7  Concert hall, for a 

concert
  8  Take to court
  9  Sushi staple
10  Checked, as books 

by an accountant
11  Some employees at 

Morgan Stanley
12  “___ Lot” (Stephen 

King book)
14  Irish patriot Robert
18  Cube creator Rubik
20  ___Kosh B’Gosh
24  “The Open Window” 

story writer
26  Language of Lahore
27  Two-apostrophe 

contraction
29  Well-bred chap

33  Falsehood
34  “Hey, over here!”
36  Earned
37  Nay sayer
38  Octagonal street sign
39  Unit of speech
40  Ring ___, author of 

“Gullible’s Travels”
42  Item mounted in a 

police car
43  Long Island 

university
44  “Colorful” pop rock 

band with the 2011 
#1 hit “Moves Like 
Jagger”

45  1965 Yardbirds hit
46  First-year J.D. student
48  “___ alive!”
49  Org. with 

bodyscanning 
machines

51  With 57-Across, 
painter known for 

her self-portraits
52  Get-up-and-go
56  “50% off” event
59  Big bang letters
60  Commercials
61  It might be stuck 

under a classroom 
desk

Crossword Puzzle
by Bruce Haight

Edited by Will Shortz

239.405.6240 
rox.jeske@premiersir.com

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are 
registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently 

owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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MYSTERY INITIALS 
In which one corner, surprisingly, may prove to be quite a handful!

Puzzle #1 — MYSTERY INITIALS by Bruce Haight
 In which one corner, surprisingly, may prove to be quite a handful!
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 ACROSS

 1 Booker T. & the ___
 4 Thug’s weapon
 8 Bygone Swedish cars
13 Trouble
14 Lyric poem
15 Kirk’s communications 

officer
16 Gardner with an 

Oscar nomination for 
“Mogambo”

17 Rudolph Valentino or 
Clark Gable

19 TV shout-out from the 
sidelines

21 Sweet’s opposite
22 Prez after Harry
23 Greets the day
25 Option from a list
28 Tweet searching aid
30 Bosses (around)
31 PC key
32 Edible seaweed
35 Stock in old 

Blockbuster stores
36 Crux of the matter
39 Strategy
41 The “T” in SAT
42 Answer to the old 

joke “What did the 
fish exclaim when it 
ran into the concrete 
wall?”

45 “They made me do it!”
47 Deep-fried tortilla
50 Details
53 Quarterback, at times
54 “Furthermore ...”
55 Cupid’s counterpart
57 See 51-Down
58 It’s all in your mind
62 Naval noncom
63 Make better, maybe
64 Grade in the high 60s
65 Philip of “Kung Fu”
66 “Fiddlesticks!”
67 “Excuse me ...”
68 British intelligence 

org. ... or a literal hint 
to 17-, 25-, 36-, 50- 
and 58-Across

 DOWN

 1 Stereotypical evil  
laugh

 2 Explode on the  
internet

 3 Fog on the water
 4 Restorative locale
 5 Have the ___ for (find 

attractive)
 6 “All ears” or “lay eyes 

on”
 7 Concert hall, for a 

concert
 8 Take to court
 9 Sushi staple
10 Checked, as books by 

an accountant
11 Some employees at 

Morgan Stanley

12 “___ Lot” (Stephen 
King book)

14 Irish patriot Robert
18 Cube creator Rubik
20 ___Kosh B’Gosh
24 “The Open Window” 

story writer
26 Language of  

Lahore
27 Two-apostrophe 

contraction
29 Well-bred chap
33 Falsehood
34 “Hey, over here!”
36 Earned
37 Nay sayer
38 Octagonal street sign
39 Unit of speech
40 Ring ___, author of 

“Gullible’s Travels”

42 Item mounted in a 
police car

43 Long Island university
44 “Colorful” pop rock 

band with the 2011 #1 
hit “Moves Like Jagger”

45 1965 Yardbirds hit
46 First-year J.D. student
48 “___ alive!”
49 Org. with body-

scanning machines
51 With 57-Across,  

painter known for her 
self-portraits

52 Get-up-and-go
56 “50% off” event
59 Big bang letters
60 Commercials
61 It might be stuck under 

a classroom desk
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CLASSIFIEDS
Houses and Condos for sale/rent
Siena Home For Sale by Owner: Charming, cozy Siena Villa 3 bedroom, 
3 bath located on quiet cul-de-sac in Siena. Home is totally and beautifully 
renovated with luxury appointments and designer details throughout. New 
shatter-proof windows and storm screens covering all doorwalls and entry 
doors. Travertine tumbled stone lanai with heated pool and golf course view. 
New HVAC system, hot water heater, garage door opener and 180 mph garage 
door hurricane rating. Many more extras. $1,199,000. Call (239) 390 9097
Two bedroom condo for rent December and April in Wild Pines E 
building. End unit, second floor, lake view. Contact Etta Smith (239) 287 1549
Three bedroom condo for rent in Sandpiper recently remodeled. Lake 
view/bird sanctuary. Call Scott Jackson at (330) 412 1767.

Cars/Boats for sale
1999 Black Trans Am convertible, one owner with original papers and 7,226 
miles. $30,500 OBO. Call Mike (724) 355 6203

Miscellaneous for Sale
Lightweight kayak trailer for sale. Pre-owned trailer specially 
designed to carry 1-4 kayaks in excellent condition for $500. Call 
(239) 949 2244 or e-mail freshstart@optonline.net.
Monitor audio RSW12 digital sub woofer 500W and 2 Monitor speakers 
RS 1; Polk Subwoofer; Marantz surround Receivers. SR5600 and SR 4600, 
with Dolby digital sound; Sony VCR SLV798; Sony Mega 3000 disc storage; 
Price: Best offer for all; Call (727) 365 2522

Wanted
Do Good Bike Project needs your donated bikes. Bonita Bay based project 
finds, fixes and gives away bikes to those needing basic transportation. Will 
pick up in Bonita Bay. steve.nicks1@gmail.com.

To submit your FREE classified ad, please email team@baywatchnews.com.
(See disclaimer on web site: www.baywatchnews.com).
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LEGENDA RY LOC A L E X PERTISE

Bring Your Highest ExpectationsTM 

From the days when much of Naples was impassable without  

a four-wheel drive, to now when we’re globally connected at a moment’s notice, 

we’ve been here to provide sellers with the real estate tools and local insights to 

maximize every aspect of their sale. Call 239-262-1900 today.

An early John R. Wood vehicle 

used for taking potential 

buyers to outlying Naples 

properties in the 1960s. 
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NCHmd.org

24040 S. Tamiami Trail • Bonita Springs
Two blocks south of Coconut Point on US 41

Open House 
Saturday, December 15  •  9am-12noon

 
24/7 Emergency Department  •  Outpatient Imaging  •  Outpatient Surgery 
Endoscopy  •  Internal Medicine Physicians  •  Family Medicine Physicians

Coconut Rd.

Coconut 
Point Mall

Pelican Colony 
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Join Us As We Celebrate Our 
Grand Opening!

 
•Tours of the Emergency Department

•Meet the Medical Staff
•Free Giveaways

•Refreshments & Healthy Treats

Healthcare Bonita


